Knitted Nativity
Welcome to Bath Abbey
The Christmas story is full of animals such as camels, cows, sheep and a donkey,
just like our church. See if you can find the 9 festive baskets hidden all around
and answer the questions.
Please don’t move the baskets so that the next visitor can answer the quiz too!
Thank you.

Find me!

An angel appeared to
Joseph in a dream and said,
‘Marry Mary – she will have a son
and you will call him Jesus because
he will save people from their sins.’

Who is this?
How do you think he felt about his dream?

What are the animals on this monument nearby?
How many are there in total?

An angel appeared and
they were very frightened.
The angel said, ‘Don’t be scared
because I bring joyful news – a baby
has been born who is Christ the Lord.’

Find me!

Who is this?
Why do you think he was scared of the angel?

Look up at the very top of this tomb.
There are four strange animals that are half lion and half eagle.
Do you know its name?

G ––

–– –– –– ––

N

(Clue: it’s the first part of the name of one of the Hogwarts houses in the
Harry Potter books!)

Find me!

Do you know the angel’s name?

G ––

The angel said to Mary,
‘Do not fear, God has
a surprise for you: you will become
pregnant and give birth to a son called
Jesus and he will be the Son of God.’

–– –– –– ––

L

How do you think Mary felt when she heard the news?

We have lots of angels in the Abbey.
Look up to see carved wooden ones.
Can you find the one conducting the music?
(He’s the one without an instrument.)
Can you name any of the other instruments?

Find me!

Three kings arrived
from the East and asked,
‘Where can we worship the new-born
King of the Jews? We saw a star in the
sky that showed us he had been born.’

What colour is the king’s gift?
Do you know the names of the three gifts?
Look at the carved monument nearby. What animal is tied to a tree?

(This is a picture of an injured man being helped by a kind man.
It’s a Bible story called The Good Samaritan.
Have you seen a similar picture anywhere else in the Abbey?)

Find me!

King Herod told the three kings to
search for Jesus and come back to
tell him where he was. They followed
the star until it stopped over the
where Jesus lay.

What colour is the king’s cloak?
What animal may have been ridden by the kings to follow the star?
Go inside the Chapel and look at the carving above the doorway.
You can see the letter ‘W’ on one side.
What kind of animal is on the other side?

(The man who paid for this chapel was called William. He had the same surname
as the animal.)

Find me!

The angels said to the
shepherds, ‘You will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.’ They went quickly
and found Mary and Joseph and Jesus,
just as they had been told.

What is the shepherd holding?
How do you think the shepherds felt when they found Jesus?

Find this monument close by.
What animal’s head can you spot?

Find me!

L ––

–– –– –– –– ––

When the kings saw the star,
they rejoiced with great joy.
They went into the stable and
knelt down to worship Jesus and
gave him their gifts.

What colour is the king’s gift?
Why do you think the kings wanted to give presents to Jesus?

Find this monument close by.
What animal can you see?
(This is a picture of an injured man being helped by a kind man.
It’s a Bible story called The Good Samaritan.
Have you seen a similar picture anywhere else in the Abbey?)

The time came for Mary’s
baby to be born. She wrapped
him in cloths and laid him in
a manger, because there was
no room at the inn.

Find me!

What animal is this?
Why is a donkey part of the Christmas story?

Look up at the ceiling.
What kind of bird can you see in the coat of arms above you?

C ––

–– –– –– –– –– L

Now look down at the floor.
How many birds are in this ledger (floor) stone?

An order went out that
everyone should be registered
in the town where they were born.
Joseph went to Bethlehem with Mary.
And there, she had her baby.

Find me!

Do you know anyone who has had a baby?
How did they feel?

This is a font where baptisms happen.
Look at the carvings on it – can you spot three animals?

L ––

–– ––

C ––

––

E ––

–– –– E

Don’t forget to see the Abbey’s
beautiful Nativity display

Happy
Christmas
from
Bath Abbey

You are very welcome to join in the Abbey’s Advent and Christmas services and concerts.
See bathabbey.org for details.
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Answers

Donkey,
she rode on one to Bethlehem,
Cockerel,
4

Yellow,
because he was the
Son of God,
Horse

Stick or Staff,
excited and surprised,
Leopard

Green,
Camel,
Bird

Blue and yellow,
Gold, Frankincense, Myrrh,
Horse

Gabriel,
shocked and amazed,
cello, flute, drum

Shepherd,
because it was so incredible,
Griffin

Joseph,
excited and nervous,
5 lions, 1 pig

Lion,
Cow,
Eagle

