
 

 

 
For your prayers - ‘…in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your request be made known to God,’ Philippians 4. 6 
 
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the 
cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

----- 

Prayer Focus – We continue to pray for the Palestinian church guided by our 
mission partner Sabeel's weekly wave of prayer: 
 
Despite the restrictions on movement and gathering enforced against both 
Israelis and Palestinians due to Covid-19, Israeli occupation forces continue to 
demolish homes, conduct night raids to arrest children and young men, and 
harass communities (especially the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Issawiya 
where the Israeli NGO B’Tselem (the Israeli Information Centre for Human 
Rights in the Occupied Territories) notes that forces “invade the 
neighbourhood daily, even at night, and more so on weekends, for no apparent 
reason.”  

- God of the oppressed and the vulnerable, be with all those who are 
threatened not only by the ongoing pandemic but also by the harassment 
and unjust actions of the Israeli occupation forces and illegal settlers. Grant 
the courage and conviction to the international community so that they 
may stand up and take action against this ongoing injustice. Lord, in your 
mercy …  hear our prayer. 

----- 

 Pray for Contact Group Leaders:   Mary and Bill Hutty 
 Pray for Tim Norton our Youth and Families Minister 
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All of us continue to watch the reports of the spreading coronavirus outbreak. 
The unprecedented peacetime measures announced by the Government, 
together with the closure of all places of worship, including the Abbey, 
inevitably come with a sense of trepidation over the unknowns and the risks 
to the health of everyone in our communities.  I encourage us all to remember 
the powerful words of Psalm 121: “From where will my help come? My help 
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” This season of self-
isolation and social distancing is a time for heightened prayer, and prayerful 
action too as we look to Almighty God to lead, protect and guide us.  
 

Our Archbishops have challenged us to be a radically different kind of church: 
“Our life is going to be less characterised by attendance at church on Sunday” 
they have written “and more characterised by the prayer and service we offer 
each day”. What will it look like to be a different kind of church: 
 

• Our Abbey Clergy are still here for support and prayers, detail of how to 
make contact in a pastoral emergency are given later in this bulletin. 

• Through the Abbey website you can access: 
o The service for the week, we will endeavour to make this pre-

recording available to watch from 10am on the Sunday and accessible 
through the week. 

o A daily thought for the day for encouragement and engagement with 
both the Christian year and national and global events. 

o A daily musical item from one of our choirs. 
o The facility to send in a prayer request. 

• We are all encouraged to care and be cared for by family, friends and 
neighbours, nobody needs to remain a stranger, nobody should feel 
completely isolated and alone. 

 

Archbishops said “This is a defining moment for the Church of England. Are 
we truly a church for all, or just the church for ourselves?” Of course, there is 
a wonderful opportunity to be the church for all in the way we offer care to 
the community, and to each other.  
 

May the Lord’s blessing be our shelter and strength, and for all those we love 
and care for, our friends, our neighbours and our colleagues. 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ,  
Guy (Abbey Rector) 
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NOTICES 
 

Supporting others in Prayer: It is always important that the church is praying, 
and we are setting up a new way to enable prayer requests to be sent to a team 
of intercessors. If you would like to join an Abbey intercessory prayer 
team, please email evelyn@bathabbey.org.  Team members will receive 
prayer requests via email, initially co-ordinated by Evelyn. Prayer 
requests can be sent via an email address prayer@bathabbey.org or passed on 
directly to Evelyn.  Please let your family, friends and neighbours know that 
we are available to pray directly for any needs. The team will be led by one of 
the Abbey clergy, with specially appointed members. 
 

The Abbey Contact Groups are kindly offering support to people affected by 
Coronavirus.  If you have not got the support you need from your Contact 
Group, friends, family or neighbours, please do contact the Wardens and Clergy 
through the Abbey office answerphone. The Church family is here for you. 
 

Pastoral Care:  Please let us know whether you have particular needs at this 
time, and we will try to match you up with someone who can help. If you are 
fit, able and under 70 and are willing to help someone who is vulnerable please 
also get in touch with us.   Email us at churchwardens@bathabbey.org or 
phone 01225 338263.  In case of emergency you can phone the office number 
on 01225 422462 and there will be a message which will give you details on 
who to contact.        Liz and James   
 

If at this time of social isolation you feel in need of spiritual comfort, and 
inspiration, then Premier Christian Radio broadcasts 24/7 and can be found on 
digital radio and online at www.premier.org.uk.  The station provides a range 
of programmes featuring reflections, prayer, discussion on contemporary 
issues, Biblical teaching, in depth analysis of national and international news 
from a Christian perspective, as well as worship, including communion.  For 
those with a more academic leaning there are weekly debates between leading 
theologians or academic believers, and non-believers.  The website also offers 
a wide range of other resources. 
 

Resources for Home Worship: We have put together a document signposting 
resources for your worship at home. You can download this from our website: 
https://www.bathabbey.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Resources-for-Home-1.pdf 
 

 

Please pray for our NHS, Rebecca Day, on behalf of her colleagues asks us to 
pray for: 
 

 - The need for more Personal Protective Equipment - PPE (masks, gowns, 
gloves, visors, hoods, but especially masks) and for a continuous supply of 
these for months into the future.   
 

 - The stark reality that after years of striving for quality improvement, this 
priority is now going to have to radically change from quality to quantity, and 
decision making is going to have to change in ways we could never have 
anticipated and will be difficult to adjust to. 
 

-  Blood supplies have dropped by 50% because fewer people are donating - 
this could be a critical factor for some patients. 
 

“When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble, I will 
rescue them and honour them.”  Psalm 91v15 

Helping others in the wider community: We are encouraging those who are 
able / healthy / under 70, to either: 
1) Volunteer as an ‘NHS Volunteer Responder’, through the NHS website, with 
work co-ordinated through the ‘GoodSAM’ app. This will be working with the 
most vulnerable 1.5 million. 
 OR: 
2) Volunteer as ‘Compassionate Community Connector’, through the Bath 3SG 
website. After application approval you will be contacted by a local organiser. 
This will be working with those who fall outside the 1.5m most vulnerable but 
have been locally identified as in need. 
 

Reaching the Unreached - Having only recently made the arrangements for it, 
it is a great pity now that we have to tell you that Father Antony, Director of 
RTU, will not now be visiting the UK in May.  We hope that his visit has been 
postponed rather than cancelled and that in due course we can welcome him 
once again to the Abbey.   James Playfair 
 

Genesis Trust, one of the Abbey’s five partner charities, is adapting its help to 
the disadvantaged and the vulnerable in Bath as things develop.  There have 
been several changes to our services that we have been forced to make, you 
can read regular updates on our website www.genesistrust.org.uk  We have 
been so grateful to have offers of help from all across the community and now 
have a waiting list of volunteers who are ready to step in when needed.   If you 
would like to support us financially please see our website for details on how 
to do this.  Many thanks for your support and prayers that hold us up at this 
difficult time.  
 

The new Bath Abbey Music 2020 leaflet giving details of Organ Recitals and 
our Abbey Choirs’ concerts for 2020 is now available to download from our 
website from the Worship & Music page: 
https://www.bathabbey.org/worship-and-music/.  We hope you will find time 
to come to one of our wonderful concerts or recitals later in the year. 
 

Unfortunately, the Stainer concert on April 4th and Messiah on April 26th have 
had to be cancelled.  We have also cancelled the Footprint Concerts on 1st and 
15th May and the organ recitals for May.  At the moment events are cancelled 
for the foreseeable future.  Please keep checking this weekly bulletin and the 
Abbey’s website for further information. 
 

Double Your Footprint Donation:  As we move into the final phase of the 
Abbey’s Footprint Project, we would gratefully welcome any financial support 
you feel able to give us, as we continue fundraising to bring the inspirational 
Footprint vision to life. The Brownsword Matchfund will double your Footprint 
donation, ensuring your gift has twice the impact on this innovative project. To 
discuss supporting Footprint, please contact our Development Manager, Cath 
Foxwell, at cfoxwell@bathabbey.org.   Thank you. 
 

Bath Half Marathon:  Thank you for your support for the team.  Stephen and 
Guy ran the race, Louise ran another route away from the crowds and Steve 
ran another route later in the week.  So, the task was completed!  Your prayers, 
words of encouragement and sponsorship were greatly appreciated – please 
hold onto your sponsor money until the office re-opens. Thank you. 
 
 

mailto:evelyn@bathabbey.org
mailto:prayer@bathabbey.org
mailto:churchwardens@bathabbey.org
http://www.premier.org.uk/
https://www.bathabbey.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Resources-for-Home-1.pdf
http://www.genesistrust.org.uk/
https://www.bathabbey.org/worship-and-music/
mailto:cfoxwell@bathabbey.org

