
Contacting the Abbey...
The Abbey Offi  ce, 11a York Street, Bath BA1 1NG
Tel. (01225) 422462
Monday: 10.00 am-3.30 pm
Tues-Friday: 9.00 am-3.30 pm
Email offi  ce@bathabbey.org
Website www.bathabbey.org

Clergy:
Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater, Rector - 
gbridgewater@bathabbey.org
Revd Stephen Girling, Abbey Missioner -
missioner@bathabbey.org
Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber, Associate Priest -
evelyn@bathabbey.org
Revd Ken Madden, Associate Minister -
kmadden@bathabbey.org
Mr Tim Norton, Youth and Families Minister
tnorton@bathabbey.org
The clergy welcome communicati on on any matt ers by 
lett er, email or telephone.

Services and
Preachers...

Morning Prayer on Mondays-Thursdays at 8.30 am
Holy Communion on Thursdays at 11.00 am and Fridays at 8.30 am

Evening Prayer or Choral Evensong on Mondays-Fridays 5.30pm

March 2020

Abbey News

1 The First Sunday of Lent
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Stephen Girling
 10.15 am Holy Communion with Abbey Choir The Revd Stephen Girling
  Kyrie, Agnus from Mass for Four Voices - Byrd 
  Sanctus from Salisbury Service - Grayston Ives   
  Lord, let me know mine end - Greene Psalm: 32
  Prelude in B minor BWV 544 Hymns: 652, 649, 427,

 - J S Bach 146, 373, 121 
 3.00 pm Choral Evensong
  The Lent Prose - Plainsong  Psalm 50.1-5
  The Second Service - Gibbons  Responses: Plainsong
  Hear my prayer - Mendelssohn  Hymn 214 (ii)
  Romanza on ‘Dafydd y garreg wen’ - Vaughan Williams
  Fugue from Concerto in D minor - Vivaldi, arr J S Bach
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd Canon

  Nigel Rawlinson 

5  5.30 pm Choral Evensong  Sung by the Abbey Lay-Clerks 
  The Lent Prose - Plainsong
  Magnifi cat secondi toni - Suriano  Psalm 142
  Nunc dimitti  s - tone ii Responses: Plainsong
  O vos omnes - Croce  

6 6.30pm Footprint Friday Concert performed by the Abbey Girls’
 and Boys’ Choirs 

8 The Second Sunday of Lent 
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Ken Madden
 10.15 am Holy Communion with Abbey Choir The Revd Ken Madden
  Kyrie from The London Service - Huw Williams
  Sanctus, Agnus from Mass in G - Poulenc   
  Ave verum corpus - Mozart Psalm 121

 Finale from Symphony No 1 Hymns: 766, 131, 800
 - Guilmant 557, 772, 791 

 3.00 pm Choral Evensong
  The Lent Prose - Plainsong Psalm 121
  Noble in B minor   Responses: Clucas
  Canti que de Jean Racine - Fauré  Hymn 56 
  Prelude and Fugue in F minor Op 7 - Dupré 
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd

  Evelyn Lee-Barber  

12  5.30 pm Choral Evensong  Sung by the Abbey Choir of Girls
 and Lay-Clerks

  Glory to thee my God, this night - Tallis
 Walmisley in D minor   Psalm 116
 A Litany - Walton   Responses: Radcliff e

15 The Third Sunday of Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion  The Revd Canon 

  Nigel Rawlinson 
 10.15am Holy Communion with Abbey Choir  The Revd Canon 

  Nigel Rawlinson 
  Kyrie, Agnus from Mass in G - Schubert Psalm 95

 Sanctus from The London Eucharist -  Huw Williams
  Like as the hart - Howells Hymns: 828, 372, 654, 

 Prelude in C minor BWV 546 - J S Bach 144, 692, 806

3.00 pm Choral Evensong 
  Glory to thee my God, this night Psalm 126, 127

 - Tallis 
  The Jesus College, Cambridge Responses: Radcliff e

 Service - Mathias 
  Surely, And with his stripes, All we like sheep - Handel 
  Fugue in A Flat minor - Brahms  Hymn 214 (tune ii)
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd Narinder Tegally

19 5.30 pm Choral Evensong Sung by the Choir of Monkton Combe School  

20 5.30 pm Choral Evensong Sung by the Abbey Choir of Boys and Lay-Clerks 
  Dona nobis pacem - Anon.  Psalm 145
  Murrill in E  Responses: Rose
  Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake - Farrant

22 Mothering Sunday 
 8.00 am Holy Communion Mr Tim Norton
 10.15 am Holy Communion with Abbey Choir  Mr Tim Norton
  Kyrie - Mendelssohn
  Sanctus from The London Service - Huw Williams 
  Agnus Dei from Mass - Marti n  Psalm 23
  Ave Maria - Mendelssohn     Hymns: 394, 639, 537,

  SoF 851, 725, 485
  Allegro Maestoso e Vivace - Mendelssohn 
 3.00 pm Choral Evensong 
  Hymne to the Mother of God - Tavener 
  Dyson in F  Psalm 34.11-20
  Hymne a la Vierge - Villett e    Responses: Clucas
   Hymn 378
  Mulier, ecce fi lius tuus. Ecce mater tua’ Op 67
  ‘Mother behold your son’ - Tournemire 
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber  

 26 5.30 pm Choral Evensong Sung by the Choir of Selwyn College, Cambridge  
  Miserere mei, Deus - Aleotti     Psalm 94 or 18
  Magnifi cat Quinti  toni - Heironymous Responses: Smith
  Praetorius Nunc dimitti  s - Christopher Tye 

 Stabat Mater - Cecis  

27 5.15 pm The Abbey Girls’ Choir will sing Choral Evensong at Wells Cathedral

29 The Fift h Sunday of Lent 
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Canon

  Guy Bridgewater
 10.15 am Holy Communion with Abbey Choir The Revd Canon

  Guy Bridgewater
  Kyrie from The London Service - Huw Williams
  Sanctus, Agnus from Missa da Requiem - Fauré 
  God so loved the world - Stainer  Psalm 130  
  Dorian Toccata BWV538 - J S Bach Hymns: 765, 258, SoF 782 , 

  625, 146, 787
 3.00 pm The Way of the Cross  
  To include music by Casals, Lotti  , Chilcott , Marti n and Howells
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd Canon

  Nigel Rawlinson 

Music Dates for Your Diary
 Stainer’s Crucifi xion 
Saturday 4 April, 7.30pm
Featuring the Abbey Choir of Boys and Lay-clerks. 
Soloists: Oliver Chubb, Mike Entwisle. Tickets from Bath 
Box Offi  ce: £10 / Restricted view £7

Handel’s Messiah
Sunday 26 April, 7.00pm
The Abbey Girls and Lay-clerks choirs are joined by the 
excellent baroque instrumentalists Canzona. Tickets 
from Bath Box Offi  ce: £15 / Restricted view £8

Friday Footprint Concerts 
6 March, 1 May, 15 May, 5 June & 3 July, 6.30pm
All money raised will go to the Abbey’s Footprint 
Project, and will be doubled by the Brownsword 
Charitable Foundati on. Tickets from Bath Box Offi  ce: 
£10 Adult, £5 Child/Concessions 



Amir's Baptism
Amir, who was born in Iran but now lives with his family 
in Bath, has been worshipping at the Abbey for over 
six months. He was recently welcomed into the church 
through Baptism and shared his reasons with us:

“Thank you for letting me be a member in the Christian 
family. I decided to become a Christian and I believe I’ll 
be a good one. Being a Christian means embracing the 
following principles and letting them guide in your life:

Loving God and your neighbour as yourself, unconditionally.

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

Don’t pursue vengeance but turn the other cheek.

Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.

I live every day embracing all these beautiful principles, and 
I teach them to my daughter, to make her a better person 
in this world. I believe that kindness, respect and love is 
everything. I found those principles inside Christianity and 
they fulfilled my life with joy. I hope you will accept me as 
part of your wonderful community, thank you.”

Amir was baptised alongside baby Zachary who worships 
at the Abbey with his parents Rob and Carly, it was a 
wonderful celebration and illustration of God’s grace.

The Revd Stephen Girling 
Abbey Missioner

Footprint Update
We are nearing the end of Phase 2 which is scheduled for 
handover on the 6th March. Behind the hoardings on the 
North side of the Abbey, all the new mechanical and electrical 
services have been installed for the new power and data 
distribution as well as for the new underfloor heating system. 
The floor has been successfully re-laid and the Emery’s team 
have been hard at work putting the finishing touches to this, 
repointing between the stones, and making final surface 
repairs to ensure it is even throughout. In some parts, we have 
had to make in situ mortar repairs or put down new stone, 
depending on the level of damage to the original stones. The 
final stage is to carry out a final clean of the North aisle and 
nave to make it ready for use. 

North transept
Once Phase 2 is completed, the North transept will be fully 
accessible for the first time in almost a decade. We will be 
able to fully appreciate the stained glass, wall memorials and 
newly restored ledgerstones. As part of the floor repairs in this 
area, new steelwork has been installed to support the Klais 
organ. Not only is this a major improvement to its supports 
long-term, it also means taking the load away from the floor, 
preventing damage to the repaired ledgerstones beneath.

Jackson extension and vaults
Work began on the Jackson extension in January and since 
then the Abbey shop, choir vestry and kitchen have been 
dismantled and the old 1920’s vestry floor has been removed. 
Excavation is now underway to create new vault spaces to 
make way for the new Discovery Centre. The final structural 
concrete frames in the vaults beneath Kingston Parade and 
Abbey Chambers have now been installed, making these 
areas secure and ready to be fitted out. 

Kingston Buildings 
All the structural work is now complete, and the Song School 
is currently being lined with timber framing in preparation to 
take the new bespoke joinery panels. A lift has been installed 
and the first-floor offices are now being decorated. Our office 
staff are excited at the prospect of moving in this summer. 

New Footprint Project Director
While we were sorry to say goodbye to Alix Gilmer, our 
Footprint Project Director, who did a fantastic job while she 
was with us, we are delighted to welcome Nathan Ward as our 
new Footprint Project Director at the end of March. Nathan 
has a background in Project Management at the National 
Trust where he has worked for over 10 years.

Science Busking Day 
Saturday 7 March 
11.00am - 3.00pm

Location: A large tent on the square 
between the Roman Baths and Bath Abbey

Entrance: free

The Roman Baths and Bath Abbey - which share the same 
ancient underground spring - will jointly host a hands-on 

discovery day to encourage 
families and young people to 
find out about both historic 
sites from a science and 
technology perspective.

Visitors will be able to find 
out first-hand from some 
of the Footprint project’s 
contractors about their 
innovative work: Wessex 
Archaeology will show 
virtual reality views of what 
lies beneath the Abbey floor, 

while BuroHappold will demonstrate their engineering 
expertise. IsoEnergy are producing special EnergyBlades 
to harness the energy in Bath’s spa water to heat the 
Abbey. In addition, teams from the University of the 
West of England and Bath Spa University will be offering 
sessions on printing and photogrammetry.

There will be the opportunity to explore how arches 
are built, experiment with aqueducts, find out what a 
paw print can reveal about Roman life, and discover 
why archaeologists use X-rays - all under the protective 
shelter of a marquee. 

Science Busking is part of British Science Week 2020 and 
will kick off a full week of hands-on science activities at 
the Roman Baths, with this year’s topic being ‘Our diverse 
planet’. 

Just turn up - advance booking 
not required. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Come and See
“Come and See!” was Jesus’ own 
invitation to his very first followers. 

In the first chapter of John’s Gospel, two 
bystanders are keen to discover who 
Jesus is. He turns to greet them, offering 
both a question and an invitation: “What 
do you seek?”, and “Come and See!”.

That same question and invitation echo timelessly through 
the ages. Countless millions have been intrigued by the 
person of Jesus Christ - and continue to find that, as we draw 
near, he probes our motives and welcomes us on a journey 
of discovery. 

For me this has been far the most exciting and life-changing 
encounter in my life.

Here at Bath Abbey, we are very aware of being on a shared 
journey of spiritual discovery. We support each other as we 
seek to go deeper along that way, and to share the Lord’s 
warm welcome with all we meet - whether they are drawn by 
our building, our history or our Christian faith.

It is in that spirit that I warmly invite you to join me, and as 
many of our Abbey congregation and extended family as 
possible, for a special evening on Thursday 5 March (doors 
open at 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start, 9pm finish)

“Come and See!” will bring together 3 exciting celebrations 
and unveilings, rolled into 1:

•	 An Introduction to the Abbey’s Mission Action Plan 
for 2020-25 - following our series of “2020 Vision” 
consultations last year

•	 A Celebration of Completing Phase 2 of Footprint, as 
we receive back our north aisle, and move into the final 
phase of the building work

•	 The Launch of our Abbey Stewardship Campaign being 
held during Lent, inviting us each to commit practically to 
the Abbey’s Vision and Mission priorities

Jesus’ own invitation was, of course, designed to be passed on 
to others. By the end of John’s first Chapter it is extended to 
Simon, Peter, then to Philip, and then to Nathaniel the sceptic 
(who receives exactly the same simple challenge: if you have 
questions, “Come and See” for yourself!)

On Thursday 5 March we explore the next steps of our journey 
at the Abbey. Please join me, and Come and See!

The Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater 
Rector of Bath Abbey


