Services and
Preachers...

Contacting the Abbey...

The Abbey Office, 11a York Street, Bath BA1 1ING
Tel. (01225) 422462

Morning Prayer on Mondays-Thursdays at 8.30 am
Holy Communion on Thursdays at 11.00 am and Fridays at 8.30 am
Evening Prayer or Choral Evensong on Mondays-Fridays 5.30pm

2 The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 14

8.00 am

The Revd
Narinder Tegally

Holy Communion

10.15am  Holy Communion with Abbey Choir ~ The Revd

Narinder Tegally

5.30 pm

Choral Evensong Sung by the Abbey Choir of Boys and Lay-Clerks
Before the ending of the day - Plainsong

Stanford in G Psalm 46

Do not be afraid - Philip Stopford Responses: Rose

16 The Second Sunday before Lent

Monday: 10.00 am-3.30 pm

Tues-Friday: 9.00 am-3.30 pm

Email office@bathabbey.org

Website www.bathabbey.org

Gloria & Agnus Dei from Missa Brevis in F K192 - Mozart 8.00am  Holy Communion The Revd Clergy:
Sanctus from Salisbury Service - Grayston Ives Evelyn Lee-Barber
Nunc dimittis in G - Stanford Hymns: 736, 763, 700, 10.15am  Holy Communion with Baptism The Revd Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater, Rector -
Grand Choeur Dialogue - Gigout 644, 595 Sung by the Abbey Singers Evelyn Lee-Barber gbhridgewater@bathabbey.org
3.00pm  Choral Evensong Gloria from Salisbur}fService—Gr'ayston Ives Revd Stephen Girling, Abbey Missioner -
Nunc dimittis - Burgon Sanctus & Agnus Dei from Darke in E .
Magnificat Quinti toni - J Praetorius ~ Psalm 122 O Lord, increase our faith - Loosemore Hymns: 691, 639, 598, missioner@bathabbey.org
Nunc dimittis - Holst Responses: Byrd 358,587, 612 Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber, Associate Priest -
And he shall purify - Handel Hymn 314 3.00 pm Chorali Evensong The Choir of St Mary’s, Bathwick evelyn@bathabbey.org
Fugue from Concerto in D minor - Vivaldi, arr J S Bach ;;5‘::”’/5’;3; Bruckner gz‘;’zznls‘:: Sanders Revd Ken Madden, Associate Minister -
6.30pm Informal Evening Service The Revd :
Evelyn Lee-Barber O Lorde, the maker of all thing Hymn 343 kmadden@bathabbey.org
6 5.30pm  Choral Evensong Sung by the Abbey Choir of Girls and Lay-Clerks 6.30 pm I-r{;l:t:gEvening Service The Revd Stephen Girling il Ul DeiEein, Lo i) (s bilsies
’ O Lord, make thgy servim;l Elizabeth {lByrd ’ . . tnorton@bathabbey.org
’ 22 530pm  Choral Evensong Sung by Sine Nomine

Psalm 15
Responses: Byrd

Purcell in G minor
Zadok the Priest - Handel

9 The Third Sunday before Lent

Psalm 66
Responses: Tunnard

O nata lux - Tallis
Noble in B minor
Libera nos, salva nos - Sheppard

The clergy welcome communication on any matters by

letter, email or telephone.

8.00am  Holy Communion The Revd Canon 23 The Sunday next before Lent
Guy Bridgewater 8.00am  Holy Communion Mr Jeremy Key-Pugh
10.15am  Holy Communion with Abbey Choir  The Revd Canon 10.15am  Holy Communion with Sine Nomine  Mr Jeremy Key-Pugh
! ! Guy Bridgewater Gloria & Agnus Dei from Mass in E flat - Rheinberger A momentous moment
Gloria & Agnus Dei from Missa Octo Voces - Hassler Sm;dusﬁom Sa”Sb“r;; service - Grayston Ives Building work has started on the Jackson extension in the
: P Hodie in Monte transfigurato Domino Hymns: 721, 271, 485, 42, R R
Za::g;,{:zg:,i::;:ry,\jsggzn Gmysmg;::s_, 690, 588, 427, - Philips 2,678 Abbey. Whlle .It,s grleat 'E)o see thg: Footprint programme
Prelude from Symphony No 1 - Vierne 144, 715 Allegro assai vivace from Sonata 1 - Mendelssohn progressing, it's also been _Sa to say a temporary
300pm  Choral Evensong 3.00pm  Choral Eve!']son.g s,'n.e Non.w'ne . farewell to our Shop and Choirs.
Jesus bleibet meine Freude -J S Bach ~ Psalm 1 RESPI.endu’t-f dces ejus - Victoria Psalm 84 Our choirs spent their last day in the old choir practice
Stanford in C Responses: Rose Canticles - Eriks ESenvalds . Responses: Tunnard .
‘ P And I saw a new heaven - Bainton ~ Hymn 192 room on Sunday 19 January. They leave with fond
Al wisdom cometh from Hymn 152 Postlude - Mathias memories and grateful thanks to those who have gone
the Lord - Philip Moore 6.30pm  Informal Evening Service The Revd Ken Madden before them at the Abbey these past decades and
First Movement from Symphonie No 6 - Widor centuries.
6.30pm  Informal Evening Service The Revd 26 Ash Wednesday
Narinder Tegally 10.30am :"Oly C_Oﬁmm“f”;o: with the The Revd Ken Madden Our thanks to St Michael’s Without who will be hosting A b be N e S
mposition of Ashes . . L \A’
13 530pm  Choral Evensong Sung by the Abbey Girls’ Choir and the Choir 5.30 pm Sur?g Eucharist with the our Choir re_hearsals during t.he V‘{eek' Once Footprint is y
of Hayesfield School Imposition of Ashes The Revd Stephen Girling completed in 2021, the Choirs will return t.o the Abbgy
| will sing with the spirit - John Rutter ~ Psalm 23 (Crimond) Sung by the Abbey Choir of Girls and Lay-Clerks to the brand new Song School. The Shop will re-open in
Magnificat in C - Christopher Robinson Hear my prayer - Purcell a new, temporary space in the North aisle later this year
Nunc dimittis - Burgon Responses: Malcolm Mass for Five Voices - Byrd (9 March) and back to a newly refurbished home in the
O Glorioso - Orban Archer Steal away - American Spiritual arr Tippett Jackson extension when Footprint com pletes.




The Gate of the
Year

The Royal Family is much in the news;
seeking ways to resolve differences
within the family, to preserve what’s
best from tradition while renewing
their role in the modern world, to meet
the needs of this and future generations, and to balance the
competing demands of duty, service and personal fulfilment.
In all of this they are not so very different from the rest of us,
both at a personal and organisational level.

In December 1939 King George VI addressed the nation in
his BBC radio broadcast on Christmas Day and, in the uncer-
tain last days of the year in which war had been declared, he
spoke words of peace to calm his nation. He reminded them
of the only true King, the One who can provide true peace
and real rest in such troubled times. As the king concluded
his message of encouragement, he read the preamble of a
poem that had been brought to his attention by his 13 year
old daughter, Princess Elizabeth.

And | said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: “Give
me a light that | may tread safely into the unknown.” And he
replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand in the
Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer
than a known way.”

The poem, titled God Knows, was written by British poet Min-
nie Louise Haskins (1875-1957). It was first published in 1908
and part of a collection of poems in a book titled The Desert.
When the young Princess Elizabeth became Queen in 1952,
she had the words from the poem inscribed at the entrance to
the King George VI Memorial Chapel at Windsor Castle. When
the Queen Mother died in 2002, the Queen had The Gate of
the Year read at her funeral. The words obviously meant and
still mean a lot to her.

80 years have passed, but the truths of this message remain,
not least at a time of transition for the monarchy and the na-
tion. The words of the poem were reassuring to a nation at
war. They were words of comfort in the loss of loved ones,
and words of hope for war to end. They were words of truth
and hope that our God is in control and we need not fear.

Jesus said ‘1 am the door of the sheep’ (John 10.7) and ‘I am
the light of the world’ (John 8.12). In him alone we find a se-
cure and steadfast future.

Reverend Ken Madden, Associate Minister

Living with Difference

The divisions exposed by recent elections are fresh in our
memories. ‘Brexit’ is now a reality and the world seems to
be ever more polarised. Against this background Archbishop
Justin Welby has a vision for the church to model ‘disagreeing
well’ and to be a reconciling presence in the midst of
conflict. He has convened leading thinkers and peace-
making practitioners to create a course to support these two
aspirations.

Difference is a five-week course to help us develop habits and
practises which will enable us to cross divides, disagree well,
practise forgiveness and be the community that God calls us
to be. The aim is to help us realise our identity as reconcilers
in our own unique contexts, being open to and celebrating
difference as a virtue and not a curse.

Reconciliation is a central theme of Holy Week and Easter so
the Difference course will an opportunity, during Lent, for us to
prayerfully consider how we are being called to be reconcilers
in our own households, workplaces and communities. Course
dates: Wednesdays 4, 11, 18, 25 March and 1 April, 7-9pm,
the venue (TBA) will be central Bath. To book, please contact
Lynn Cornish in the Abbey office: 01225 422462 or office@
bathabbey.org

Revd Stephen Girling, Abbey Missioner

Abseiling stonemasons

A team of stonemasons will be abseiling down the
Abbey to carry out a condition survey - at a height of
approximately 25 metres (82ft)

From Monday 27-Friday 31 January, the stonemasons
from SSHC (Sally Strachey Historic Conservation) will be
checking the West front for any damage and to identify
any potential health and safety concerns. Any problems
are photographed and checked for soundness and then
removed if necessary.

The survey is part of our routine maintenance and we’re
only expecting to find minor wear and tear. Every five
years, every church building must be inspected as part
of a ‘Quinquennial inspection’. The work is being done
on ropes to avoid spending tens of thousands of pounds
on scaffolding.

First Anglo-Saxon buildings
to be found in Bath

The team of archaeologists working on the Footprint
project have made another fascinating find; two
stone apsidal structures thought to be the first Anglo-
Saxon buildings to be found in Bath. Dated to the 8th-
10th century, they are likely part of the Anglo-Saxon
monastery where King Edgar was coronated as first King
of all England in 973 AD.

An internal plaster render contained fragments of
charcoal from which two samples were sent for
radiocarbon dating at Queen’s University, Belfast. The
dates came back as AD 780-970 and AD 670-770!

The apsidal structures are located south of the current
Abbey church, underneath Abbey Chambers but have
now been sealed below the new floor. To find out more
and to see a location plan, please visit the Wessex
Archaeology blog - www.wessexarch.co.uk/news

The benefits of volunteering

Have you thought about what volunteering can offer you?
Last month | wrote about looking at volunteering as ‘giving
the gift of time,” but when it’s working at its best, volunteering
should benefit and enrich everyone involved. It’s not all about
what you can do for the Abbey, why not think about what the
Abbey can offer you as well?

Certainly, giving something back to our church and serving
our community are wonderful and meaningful motivations
to volunteer. Those with the gift of time and the call to help
others can find a way to do that with us; what’s exciting about
volunteering is that it can also be a way for the lonely to make
new friends, the knowledgeable to share their passion and
the directionless to find a way forward.

Looking ahead to the opportunities of the Footprint project
and beyond, the volunteer roles at the Abbey will continue
to develop, as we find new ways to reach out to new groups
of people and learn how to welcome them. This gives us the
chance to welcome new volunteers with different motivations,
who will find new benefits to joining us.

For example, you may be or may know of a young person who
is struggling to get into employment. Learning confidence and

resilience on the Welcome Desk could help with interview
nerves, and the evidence of till-skills and visitor service could
make all the difference. Why encourage them to volunteer
here, so they can be inspired by our beautiful church and the
glory of God at the same time?

If you or someone you know would like to talk through how
volunteering might enrich your life and your relationship with
Bath Abbey, please get in touch: volunteer@bathabbey.org or
01225 303324.

Mary Wickenden, Volunteers Officer

Learning Officer
appointed

Please join us in welcoming Polly
Andrews as the Abbey’s Learning
Officer. Many of you may be aware,
this is a new role for the Abbey. As
Learning Officer, Polly will be working
4 “ closely with Ollie Taylor, the Abbey’s
Head of Interpretation, Learning and Engagement to develop
and deliver a learning programme. This will make full use of
the Abbey, its past and present, as well as the exciting new
Discovery Centre and learning space created as part of the
Footprint Project, and will include a range of engaging activities
for schools, families, and the wider community in Bath.

Polly brings with her a great deal of experience in this field
having worked for Bath Preservation Trust as Learning &
Engagement Officer for eight years. She managed a learning
programme for visitors of all ages and backgrounds for four
museums, including No.1 Royal Crescent and the Herschel
Museum of Astronomy. Prior to that, Polly worked for over
ten years as a Primary school teacher in Bath, London and
Italy, and also as Education Projects Officer for the National
Trust.

Polly said: “I'm very excited to have been offered this new
role at the Abbey. | have a longstanding interest in Bath’s
history and look forward to working closely with staff and
volunteers to develop a high quality learning

programme which will share the Abbey’s

fascinating stories with a broad range of

people including schoolchildren, families

and community groups.”




