
Contacting the Abbey...
The Abbey Office, 11a York Street, Bath BA1 1NG

Tel. (01225) 422462

Monday: 10.00 am-3.30 pm 
Tues-Friday: 9.00 am-3.30 pm

Email office@bathabbey.org 
Website www.bathabbey.org

Clergy:

Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater, Rector -  
gbridgewater@bathabbey.org

Revd Stephen Girling, Abbey Missioner - 
missioner@bathabbey.org

Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber, Associate Priest - 
evelyn@bathabbey.org

Revd Ken Madden, Associate Minister - 
kmadden@bathabbey.org

The clergy welcome communication on any matters by 
letter, email or telephone.

Services and 
Preachers...

Morning Prayer on Mondays-Thursdays at 8.30 am 
Holy Communion on Thursdays at 11.00 am and Fridays at 8.30 am

No Evening Prayer in December

December 2019

Abbey News

1	 Advent Sunday
	 8.00 am	 Holy Communion	 The Revd Stephen Girling
	 9.30 am	 Parish Communion	 The Revd Stephen Girling
	 11.15 am	 Sung Eucharist	 The Revd Stephen Girling	

	 Mass in G – Schubert	 Hymns: Advent Prose,
		  People look east – arr Ferguson	 30, 45, 38 

	 Fugue on the Magnificat – J S Bach 
	 3.30 pm	 NO CHORAL EVENSONG
	 4.30 pm 	 Advent Service	 Entry by free ticket
	 7.00 pm	 Advent Service  	 Entry by free ticket
5	 Shoppers’ Carols – 12.30pm & 2pm
6	 Shoppers’ Carols – 12.30pm & 2pm
	 Bath Choral Society: Handel’s Messiah – 7.30 pm 
	 Tickets available from Bath Box Office.
7	 Shoppers’ Carols – 12.30pm, 2pm & 3.30pm 
	 Bath Choral Society: Handel’s Messiah – 7.30 pm 
	 Tickets available from Bath Box Office.
8	 The Second Sunday of Advent
	 8.00 am	 Holy Communion	 The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber 
	 9.30 am	 Parish Communion	 The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber  

	 There is no Rose  – Britten	  
	 11.15 am	 Sung Eucharist	 The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber  

	 Kyrie – Plainsong	 Hymns: Advent Prose, 
		  46, 99, 41

	 	 Sanctus & Agnus Dei from Mass for Five Voices – Byrd  
		  Laetentur coeli – Mathias 
	 3.30 pm	 Choral Evensong 
		  The Advent Prose 	 Psalm 11
		  The Second Service – Byrd 	 Responses: Ayleward 
		  This is the truth – arr Philip Moore 	 Hymn 29 

	 Prelude and Fugue in F minor, BWV534 – J S Bach
	 6.30 pm	 Informal Evening Service	 Mr Pete Jones
12	 Shoppers’ Carols – 12.30pm & 2pm
13	 Shoppers’ Carols – 12.30pm & 2pm
       	Christmas Celebration – 7pm
       	Featuring the Abbey Girls’ Choir singing Britten’s Ceremony of  Carols 

and the Bath Abbey Melody Makers.
       	Tickets available from Bath Box Office.
14	 Shoppers’ Carols – 12.30pm, 2pm & 3.30pm
	 Christmas Celebration – 7pm
15	 The Third Sunday of Advent
	 8.00 am	 Holy Communion	 The Revd Ken Madden
	 9.30 am	 Parish Communion	 The Revd Ken Madden 
		  This is the truth – arr Vaughan Williams 
	 11.15 am	 Sung Eucharist 	  The Revd Ken Madden 
		  People look east – arr Ferguson 
		  Mass for Four Voices – Byrd  	 Hymns: 45, 34, 37, 39
		  Peace be to you – Paul Manz
	 	 Fantasia in C minor, BWV562 – J S Bach
	 3.30 pm	 Choral Evensong 
		  Laetentur coeli – Hassler 	 Psalm 12
	 	 Magnificat Secundi toni – Suriano	 Responses: Tallis	

	 Nunc dimittis – tone v 	 Hymn 26
	 	 So komm doch Jesu – Buxtehude

	  6.30 pm	 Messiaen’s La Nativité du Seigneur with biblical readings
		  Organ: Huw Williams, Service Leader: The Revd Stephen 

	 Girling 

22	 The Fourth Sunday of Advent
	 8.00 am	 Holy Communion	 The Revd Stephen Girling 
	 9.30 am	 Parish Communion 	 The Revd Stephen Girling 
		  Magnificat from Fauxbourdon Service – Philip Moore 
	 11.15 am	 Sung Eucharist	 The Revd Stephen Girling 
	 	 Ave Maria – Bruckner 
		  Kyrie, Sanctus – Mendelssohn 
		  Agnus Dei – Hassler	 Hymns: 394, 85, 452, 45
	 	 Magnificat from Fauxbourdon Service – Philip Moore
	 	 Fugue on the Magnificat – J S Bach 
	 3.30 pm	 NO CHORAL EVENSONG
	 2.30 pm	 Family Carol Service	 Mr Tim Norton
	 4.00 pm	 Family Carol Service	 Mr Tim Norton

23	 5.00pm  	 Festival of Nine Lessons 
	 and Carols  	  Entry by free ticket only

	 7.30 pm	 Festival of Nine Lessons 
	 and Carols 	 Entry by free ticket only

24	 Christmas Eve
	 4.00 pm	 Carol Praise	 The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber
	 6.00 pm	 Carol Praise 	 The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber 
	 11.00 pm	 Midnight Communion	 The Revd Canon 

	 Away in a manger – 	 Guy Bridgewater
		  French traditional
	 	 O magnum mysterium – Morten Lauridsen
		  Long the night – Arr Roy Massey

25	 Christmas Day
	 8.00 am	 Holy Communion 	 The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber
	 9.30 am	 Parish Communion	 The Revd Stephen Girling
		  Sans Day Carol – Arr John Rutter
	 11.15 am	 Sung Eucharist	 The Rt Revd Peter Hancock, 

	 Away in a manger –	 Bishop of Bath & Wells
		  Arr Huw Williams
		  Cantus Missae – Rheinberger
	 	 O magnum mysterium – Morten Lauridsen
	 	 I saw three ships – Arr Simon Preston
26	 Boxing Day – ABBEY CLOSED 

28	 4.30 pm	 Choral Evensong  Keble Choir
		  Sumsion in A	 Psalm 128
	 	 Lullaby, my sweet little baby – Byrd	 Responses: Sumsion

29	 The First Sunday of Christmas 
	 8.00 am	 Holy Communion	 The Revd Ken Madden 
	 9.30 am	 Parish Communion  	 The Revd Ken Madden  
	 11.15 am	 Sung Eucharist  Keble Choir	 The Revd Ken Madden 
	 	 Missa St Crucis, Op 151 - Rheinberger	

	 Nynje Sily Njebjesnyja – Lvovsky 	 Hymns: 64, 68, 80, 86
	 3.30 pm	 Choral Evensong  Keble Choir 
		  Brewer in D 	 Psalm 132
	 	 See, see the Word is incarnate – 	 Responses: Sumsion 

	 Gibbons 	 Hymn 40

A Christmas Celebration
13th and 14th December at 7:00pm 

Tickets £8-£16 available from Bath Box Office

Bath Abbey’s annual Christmas Concert featuring the 
Abbey Girls’ Choir and the Melody Makers, the Abbey’s 

youngest choir of 6-11 year olds.

Directed by Huw Williams
Organist: Shean Bowers
Harpist: Eluned Pierce

Enjoy an evening of traditional and light-hearted carols, 
including an uplifting performance of Benjamin Britten’s 
Ceremony of Carols by the Girls’ Choir accompanied by 

a harpist. Written during the World War II, 
this has become a classic choral work during 

the Christmas season.

The audience will also get a chance to sing-a-long to 
old favourites such as Hark the Herald, O Little Town of 

Bethlehem and O Come, All Ye Faithful.



Welcome Mary & Jess
Please help us welcome Mary Wickenden as the Abbey’s 
Volunteer Officer and Jess McKenzie as our Deputy 
Visitor Services Manager. 

Mary comes to us from the National Trust where 
she worked in Volunteer Coordination roles for five 
years, at Kingston Lacy in Dorset and before that at 
the Wiltshire Landscape Portfolio. She was involved 
in supporting both volunteers and their managers, 
championing volunteering, and evolving the culture 
of volunteering on those properties to be as easy and 
as enjoyable as possible. Previously she was part of 
the visitor facing Welcome team at Avebury Stone 
Circle, and holds a BA in Ancient 
History and Archaeology from the 
University of Leicester.  

Mary said “Thank you all for 
making me feel so welcome here 
at Bath Abbey, it’s certainly an 
exciting time to join you - right in 
the midst of the Footprint project. 
I’m looking forward to meeting as 
many of you as possible over the 
coming weeks and working with 
you closely beyond that.”

Jess may already be familiar to 
many of you; she joined the Abbey 
last year as a Tower Tour Guide and 
has worked as a front of house supervisor. More recently, 
together with Richard Bray, she has been assisting Sarah 
and our Visitor Services team, to deliver a warm welcome 
and quality experience for visitors. Having completed a 
BA in History & Heritage at Bath Spa, Jess is working on 
an MA in Curating at UWE which she will finish in January. 
While studying, Jess has also worked and volunteered at 
a number of organisations including Bath Preservation 
Trust, the Holburne Museum and at the Roman Baths.  
Jess said “Thank you to all at the Abbey who have 
supported me so far and with this new role. The Abbey 
was a place I was drawn to when I first moved to Bath; it 
is an honour to work here and to be able 
to welcome our visitors and to share the 
Abbey’s beauty and stories with them.”

The Nativity Scene
Each year we may make a special 
journey to the loft to dig out our nativity 
scenes; family treasures, probably a bit 
battered with a bit of glue required 
but serving as a visible reminder of the 
night when Jesus was born.  

A relatively new invention, they started 
life as a visible preaching aid for St 
Francis. It was 1223 in Greccio, Central 

Italy, and Francis of Assissi, wanted to celebrate midnight mass 
on Christmas Eve. But faced with a tiny chapel and a capacity 
problem he built an outside altar with a scene of a real donkey, 
ox and manger filled with hay. He hoped it would help the 
people focus on Jesus as he preached. However, overcome 
with emotion, Francis found himself unable to utter the name 
Jesus, only managing ‘the babe of Bethlehem.’

The practice spread very quickly; statues replacing real animals 
and the magi and shepherds joining the scene too. Now, 
nativity scenes are common in homes all around the world.

This year the Abbey has created our own nativity trail; 13 
independent businesses are taking a character or an item from 
the nativity and placing it in their window. A trail leaflet guides 
you and has questions for each window. The answers can be 
found in the scriptures which form part of each backdrop. The 
whole nativity  scene will also be placed on the altar in the 
Gethsemane chapel.  

Alongside it will be a print of the masterpiece, Nativity at Night 
painted by Geertgen tot Sint Jans c 1490. It captures one of 
St Bridget of Sweden’s visions; the infant Jesus lying on the 
ground and emitting light. Three forms of light are seen in the 
painting; the shepherd’s fire, angelic light which outshines the 
fire, but the brightest of them all, Jesus, the light of the world. 
In Bridget’s words, “Such ineffable light and splendour, that the 
sun was not comparable to it…”

This Christmas may I encourage you to take a moment to turn 
again to marvel at the birth of God’s son, born into this world 
in which we live. 

And I have a simple prayer for each one of us - that all would 
see, as did St Francis, the astoundingly, wonderful babe of 
Bethlehem and be moved by his unutterable beauty and 
deepest love for us all.

The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber, Associate Priest

Footprint update - Transition 
from Phase 2-3 (including 
Jackson extension)
Phase 2 is progressing well and is on track to complete on 
6th March. While this is good news, unfortunately Kingston 
Buildings’ completion is delayed to May 2020 which means 
we won’t be able to use it to house the choirs, Abbey kitchen, 
the toilet and shop when building work starts on Phase 3 
(the Jackson Extension and the south side of the Abbey) as 
originally intended. We simply can’t delay the start of work 
to the Jackson Extension as this would mean prolonging the 
overall programme and would mean having to pay a lot more 
in contractor costs.  

Due to the impact on our choir rehearsals (and their vestry), the 
most significant change will be to our Sunday services. We are 
very aware that the changes are likely to be an inconvenience 
for a number of our regular congregation – in which case we 
can only apologise; after exploring many options, we could 
find no practical way around them. We hope you’ll be patient 
with us knowing that this is a temporary measure, and there 
is no plan to continue it beyond the end of June/early July - 
when we expect the new Song School in Kingston Buildings 
will be operational for choir rehearsals, meaning that “normal 
service” can then resume.

Our temporary Sunday service times from Sunday 26 January 
to end June/July will be as follows:

8.00am Holy Communion;       
10.15 Holy Communion with Abbey Choir

3.00pm Choral Evensong
6.30pm Informal Service.

We have also had to come up with alternative solutions for 
the choirs, volunteers’ breaks and the Abbey Shop.

Abbey Shop: 4 January-8 March
A reduced shop will operate from the North Aisle from 8th 
March. However, the shop will be closed from Saturday 
4th January until then.  Between then and 20th Jan, staff 
and volunteers will pack up the shop and move out of the 
Jackson extension.  The Seventh Day Adventist Chapel will 
be used for shop stock storage. We are grateful to shop 
staff, volunteers and customers for their patience and 
understanding.  

Choirs: January-end June/July
The music dept will start packing up the choir room from 
6th January but choirs will continue to rehearse there until 
the 20th January. From then, weekday rehearsals will be in 
St Michael’s Without. We will relocate the music library and 
put choir benches and desks into storage. Choral Evensongs 
during the week and Sundays will carry on as per usual.

Volunteers: January-end June/July 
The volunteer kitchen will be packed up and breaks will be taken 
in the Seventh Day Adventist.  This will also be the break space 
for the Ops Team. We plan to change the length of volunteer 
breaks to allow for the time taken to go to and from the SDA.  
Access to the SDA will be via the hoarding door off Orange 
Grove as the hoardings will still be in their current position.

We recognise that other aspects of Abbey life will also be 
affected including the Sunday Coffee and Creche, Visitor 
Welcome desk, Storage and others. We have tried to make 
suitable alternative arrangements for these which should 
have been communicated to you, however if you have any 
queries – please just ask or email one of us, or if you’d like to 
discuss it further, make an appointment to see us:
office@bathabbey.org or 01225 422462

For the duration of the building works in the Abbey, we 
have tried as much as possible to carry on with the normal 
pattern of services, choir practices, visiting and other events. 
However, for the first time, we find ourselves with no other 
alternative but to make certain changes which will have a 
significant impact on the Abbey’s day-to-day operations. 

Phase 3 was always going to be the most disruptive part of 
Footprint. Once again, please accept our apologies for any 
inconvenience caused. The consolation is that our beautiful 
church is receiving the attention it deserves – work that will 
contribute to its preservation and improve how we use it for 
worship over time. With all of the services, civic ceremonies, 
concerts, activities and visitors we host every year, it’s 
essential that we invest in these improvements even though 
it means having to endure make-shift arrangements for 
Abbey heating, sound, refreshments, children’s work venues 
and much more.

We are most grateful for your continued understanding and 
support, as well as your amazing patience already. We know 
that, as they say, “other churches are also available” – and we 
honour and thank you so much for staying part of this exciting 
Abbey pilgrimage together …

Mary

Jess


