
Contacting the Abbey...
The Abbey Offi  ce, 11a York Street, Bath BA1 1NG

Tel. (01225) 422462

Monday: 10.00 am-3.30 pm
Tues-Friday: 9.00 am-3.30 pm

Email offi  ce@bathabbey.org
Website www.bathabbey.org

Clergy:

Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater, Rector - 
gbridgewater@bathabbey.org

Revd Stephen Girling, Abbey Missioner -
missioner@bathabbey.org

Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber, Associate Priest -
evelyn@bathabbey.org

Revd Ken Madden, Associate Minister -
offi  ce@bathabbey.org

The clergy welcome communicati on on any matt ers by 
lett er, email or telephone.

Services and
Preachers...

Morning Prayer on Mondays-Thursdays at 8.30 am
Holy Communion on Thursdays at 11.00 am and Fridays at 8.30 am

Evening Prayer or Choral Evensong on Mondays to Fridays at 5.30 pm

November 2019

Abbey News

2 5.30 pm Choral Evensong – Exeter University Chapel Choir
  St Paul’s Service – Howells     Psalm 118
  Faire is the heaven – Harris   Responses: Sumsion
 7.30 pm Bath Choral Society Concert:

 Fauré Requiem – Shades of Remembrance 
  Tickets: Bath Box Offi  ce 01225 463362

3 All Saints’ Day
 8.00 am Holy Communion Mr Jeremy Key-Pugh
 9.30 am Parish Communion Mr Jeremy Key-Pugh
 11.15 am Sung Eucharist  Mr Jeremy Key-Pugh
  Exeter University Chapel Choir 
  Messe Solennelle – Vierne  Hymns: 296 (omit
  Like as the h art – Howells v2,3,6), 298, 309, 312
 3.30 pm Choral Evensong for All Souls  The Revd Canon

 Exeter University Chapel Choir Guy Bridgewater  
 The Second Service – Gibbons  Psalm 87

  The deer’s cry – Arvo Pärt Responses: Sumsion 
  Miserere nostri – Tallis  Hymn 13
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd Canon

  Guy Bridgewater 

9 7.00 pm Bath Abbey Remembrance Concert:
 Brahms Requiem with Readings

  Abbey Choir of Girls and Lay-Clerks
  Tickets: Bath Box Offi  ce 01225 463362

10 Remembrance Sunday 
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Stephen Girling
 9.30 am Parish Communion The Revd Canon

  Nigel Rawlinson
 10.50 am Remembrance Eucharist The Revd Canon

 Requiem aeternam – Plainsong Nigel Rawlinson 
 Kyrie, Sanctus, Agnus Dei – Durufl é

  Selig sind, die da Leid tagen
 – Brahms Hymns: 746,
 Canzona in D – J S Bach 635, 579

 3.00 pm Royal Briti sh Legion Remembrance Service 
  God be in my head – Rutt er The Revd Canon

  Guy Bridgewater 
  In paradisum & Libera me – Fauré
  Greater love – Ireland  Hymns 184, 295, 13
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd

  Evelyn Lee-Barber  

14 5.30 pm Choral Evensong – Abbey Choir of Girls and Lay-Clerks 
  God be in my head – Walford Davies  
  The Short Service – Gibbons      Psalm 43
  Hear my prayer – Purcell    Responses: Shephard

17 The Second Sunday before Advent 
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Canon

  Guy Bridgewater
 9.30 am Parish Communion The Revd Canon

 Panis angelicus – Franck Guy Bridgewater
 11.15 am Sung Eucharist The Revd Canon

 Thou knowest Lord – Purcell Guy Bridgewater
  Gloria, Agnus Dei from Missa Brevis in G – Schubert
  Sanctus – Fauré      Hymns: 795, 2, 422, 641
  Libera me – Fauré 
  Improvisati on sur le Te Deum – Tournemire 
 3.30 pm Choral Evensong 
  Hear my prayer – Purcell    Psalm 93
  The Second Service – Leighton     Responses: Shephard 
  Faire is the heaven – Harris  Hymn 185 (omit 4-5)
  Paean – Leighton 
  6.30 pm Informal Evening Service Mr Pete Jones 
19 5.30 pm Choral Evensong – Abbey Choir of Boys and Lay-Clerks
  Thou knowest Lord – Purcell  Psalm 67
  The Second Service – Byrd      Responses: Clucas 
  In paradisum – Fauré    
21 5.30 pm Choral Evensong – Abbey Girls’ Choir 
  God be in my head  Psalm 40.1-14

    – Walford Davies   
  The Fauxbourdon Service

                   – Philip Moore      Responses:
  Litanei Alle Seelen – Schubert    Malcolm Archer 
24 Christ the King
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Stephen Girling
 9.30 am Parish Communion Mr Tim Norton 
  Litanei Alle Seelen – Schubert    
 11.15 am Sung Eucharist  Mr Tim Norton
  O taste and see – Vaughan Williams    
  Mass in G – Vaughan Williams 
  Ecce vicit leo – Philips    Hymns: 769, 704, 453, 612
  Placare Christe servulis – Dupré 
 3.30 pm Choral Evensong 
  Let all the world – Leighton  Psalm 46 
  Stanford in C     Responses: Clucas
  Let the people praise thee Hymn: 192

                             – Mathias     
  Litanies – Alain   
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd

  Evelyn Lee-Barber 
28 Shoppers’ Carols – 12.30 pm & 2.00 pm 
29 Shoppers’ Carols – 12.30 pm & 2.00 pm 
30 Shoppers’ Carols – 12.30 pm, 2.00 pm & 3.30 pm 

Welcome 
Tim & Sandie 
A very warm welcome to 
Tim Norton, our new Youth 
and Families Minister, and 
his wife Sandie who will 
be joining us on Monday 
4 November. A note from 
Tim was circulated in 
church a few Sundays ago; 
an extract from this reads: 
“I have had the privilege 
of being involved with 
youth ministry for over 20 
years and am currently the 
Youth Pastor at St James Church, in Gerrards Cross…I believe 
that God has called me to the Abbey for this exciti ng season of 
development and my hope and prayer is that I will be able to play 
my part in communicati ng the glorious news of the gospel with 
young people and their families.” If you would like a copy of Tim’s 
message in full, please contact the Abbey Offi  ce. 



£50,000 grant to Footprint
We’re very grateful to Allchurches Trust who have awarded a 
£50,000 grant to Footprint, providing funding support for two 
elements of the project which reflect the Abbey’s commitment 
to building a flourishing community for generations to come: 
the Kingston Buildings development and Footprint’s heating, 
hot water, and renewable energy services. 

Footprint’s Kingston Buildings development comprises a 
new Song School, Volunteers’ Room and staff offices, and 
will be fully accessible due to the provision of new lifts and 
new disabled toilets. The new Song School is being created 
by opening up two of the houses in Kingston Buildings. 
Careful acoustic design ensures that the Song School will be 
an inspiring space for the Abbey Choir, the Melody Makers, 
along with visiting choirs and musicians.  Adjacent to the 
Song School will be a new Choir Vestry, office space for the 
Music Department and a Robing Room. A new Volunteers’ 
Room will provide a welcoming space for the Abbey’s 
community of volunteers who support worship, visitor 
services, music, learning and community events. On the first 
floor, new staff offices will provide an administrative hub to 
support all Abbey activities.

Allchurches Trust also funded the Footprint Project in 2016 
with a £50,000 grant in support of the interpretation scheme. 
Their latest award reflects the Trust’s ongoing commitment to 
fund projects which not only support the repair, restoration 
and wider community use of churches and cathedrals, but 
also enable people and communities to thrive.

Ticketing for 
Nine Lessons
There will be two Festival 
services of Nine Lessons 
and Carols this year, both on 
Monday 23 December, not – 
please note – on Christmas 
Eve. One will start at 5.00 p.m. 
and the other at 7.30 p.m.  

ANYONE wishing to have tickets for either of the Festival 
of Nine Lessons and Carols services, whether a member of 
the Abbey community or not, is asked to apply in writing. 
You will be able to get an application form from midday on 
Wednesday 27 November, either by downloading it from 
the Abbey website or on paper from the Abbey Office (11A 
York Street).  

Please indicate clearly the number of tickets you are 
requesting. Every request must be accompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope. Please send your application to: 

The Churchwardens, 
(Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols),  
The Abbey Office,  
11a York Street,  
Bath BA1 1NG. 

Applications will be processed in order of their receipt and 
when all tickets have been distributed, later applicants will 
receive notification that they have been unsuccessful.

Tickets will cease to be valid 15 minutes before the scheduled 
time for the start of the service, and unclaimed seats will be 
filled from those queuing outside; so ticket-holders arriving 
late may not get in.

Our hope is for everyone to have a meaningful and 
memorable experience of worship during Advent and 
Christmas. Regretfully, our seating capacity this year is 
greatly reduced due to essential building work therefore 
it is unlikely that everyone who applies will get a ticket. 
Furthermore, many seats will have limited or no direct sight 
of the area from where the service is being led.

For this reason, we are encouraging as many people as 
possible who don’t regularly worship at the Abbey to attend 
a service at their local church. We thank you all for your 
continued patience and understanding.

James Playfair and Liz Westbrook, 
Churchwardens

Not just a game 
of two halves   
If you listen carefully as you travel 
through the Channel Tunnel you will 
know when you have passed the 
halfway point because there is a quiet 
but audible clunk. That is what my 
friend Dave says and “he built it!”. It is 
not possible to be so obsessional about being halfway through 
every journey but with us well into phase two of Footprint, we 
will sometime in the next few weeks, pass that point.

As the Abbey community we decided at the start of the Footprint 
project that we would carry on as much as normal for the duration 
of the building work. We wished to continue the regular pattern 
of services, stay open for events, and welcome visitors. And to 
do that, even though we would be doing so in a constrained and 
unusual way, in restricted space and that at times it would be, to 
say the least, inconvenient. That was, we still believe, the right 
thing to have done even though both for the many visitors and 
those who work and volunteer here this has meant noise and 
disruption. There may even have to be more of this, I am afraid. 
The next few months will bring the transition from Phase 2 to 
Phase 3 of Footprint which will be a difficult period for everyone, 
and we are very sorry that may be the case. 

On the other side of the coin has been the fact that we have had a 
lot of positive feedback and, in many areas of activity, wonderful 
and tangible success, with volunteers, visitors and staff being 
part of and rejoicing in the good work that has been done and in 
what has been achieved so far. 

So, what about ourselves these next few months with Remembrance 
Sunday and Christmas, and what may we expect in the second half 
of the journey? Our Abbey Missioner, Stephen, in a sermon made 
the very interesting suggestion “that with the Christmas services, 
this year, we would have no allocated seat numbers, that the Abbey 
family would hold back and invite our visitors to sit at the front.”  It 
might not surprise most of you to know that the Churchwardens 
have not taken Stephen up on this suggestion!

Through all of this time, challenging though it is, we must not 
lose sight of what is of real value, why we are all here and what 
Jesus would have us do, so that we make the most of the next 
few months. On Dedication Sunday, Stephen put it to us that we 
should ‘accept the inconvenience to what we prize most to give 
God his rightful place’ for ‘in him you too are being built together 
to become a dwelling in which God lives by the spirit.’

And so we will for all of the second half and beyond.

James Playfair, Churchwarden

Touring The Netherlands
The Bath Abbey Choirs of Girls and Lay-Clerks had the opportunity 
to travel to the Netherlands, where we sang in a concert and two 
Evensongs. We flew to Amsterdam from Bristol early on Friday 
and visited Delft before travelling to Wassenaar to rehearse for 
a  concert  in Dorpskerk. The 
concert went really well and 
we got to perform some of 
our favourite music and even 
received a standing ovation! 
We also sang Evensong 
on Saturday and Sunday 
marking two momentous 
occasions: the second ever 
Evensong in Cunerakerk 
in Rhenen and the 30th 
anniversary of Evensongs being held in Hooglandskerk, Leiden. 
The churches were full and we were made to feel very welcome 
by everyone. Alongside singing, we also had a canal boat trip 
in Amsterdam,  and went to  Ouwehands Zoo in Rhenen whilst 
the Lay-Clerks visited Utrecht. Many thanks to Mr Williams, Mr 
Bowers and Mary for organising the trip and to our chaperones 
and supporters. Hannah, Girls’ Choir

We were greeted with immense hospitality, friendliness and 
full houses wherever we went - our Evensong at Rhenen drew a 
congregation of 700, so popular was it that even then they had to 
turn people away to comply with safety regulations! A standing 
ovation followed our Friday concert at Wassenar and Ella’s lyrical 
dramatization of Mendelssohn’s Hear My Prayer drew its own 
rapturous applause. Two further memories ring in the mind 
– the full congregations’ passionate singing of Abide With Me, 
and the spontaneous burst of Steal Away, as we walked out with 
our cases through the vast space of Leiden’s Hooglandse Kerk. A 
wonderful tour and our sincere thanks go to everyone who has 
worked so hard to make it happen, especially to Shean Bowers, 
for taming some difficult organs so expertly and to Huw Williams, 
for motivating some very tired singers to produce outstanding 
performances. Paul, Lay-Clerk

I really enjoyed the Holland tour. We had a great balance 
between performing and sightseeing, which allowed us to do 
many interesting activities like visiting the zoo as well as singing 
and performing. Our musical line-up was filled with a variety of 
beautiful and entertaining pieces (my personal favourite being 
Bairstow’s Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence), and we sung in three 
different churches throughout the tour—all with very different 
and contrasting architecture from the style we have here at 
the Abbey. All in all, I feel very lucky to have been able to visit 
Holland and sing such great music there, and I’m very thankful to 
everyone who made the tour possible for us. Emma, Girls’ Choir

New HR Officer
We’re delighted to have appointed Natalie Cox-Mullings as the 
Abbey’s new Human Resources Officer. In addition to providing 
the Abbey team with HR support, Natalie’s responsibilities 
include recruitment, employee engagement, developing policies 
and managing procedures. At the centre of this is Safeguarding, 
ensuring all employees and volunteers are recruited safely, and the 
relevant checks and training are completed. Natalie is an Associate 
member of the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development 
and has a qualification in HR Practice with over 5 years’ experience 
within the Manufacturing and Engineering industries.

Natalie says: “Thank you to everyone who has made me feel 
extremely welcome. Originally born in Leeds, I moved to Wiltshire 
in the early 80’s and to Bath in 2016. I feel very lucky to be able to 
live and work in such a beautiful city, and working here just adds 
to that privilege.” 


