
Contacting the Abbey...
The Abbey Offi  ce, 11a York Street, Bath BA1 1NG
Tel. (01225) 422462
Monday 9.30am - 3.30pm,
Tuesday - Friday: 9.00am - 4.00pm
Email offi  ce@bathabbey.org
Website www.bathabbey.org
Clergy:
Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater, Rector - 
gbridgewater@bathabbey.org
Revd Stephen Girling, Abbey Missioner -
missioner@bathabbey.org
Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber, Associate Priest -
evelyn@bathabbey.org
Revd Jane Mitchell, Curate -
jmitchell@bathabbey.org
Revd Ken Madden, Interim Minister -
offi  ce@bathabbey.org
The clergy welcome communicati on on any matt ers by 
lett er, email or telephone.

Services and
Preachers...

Morning Prayer on Mondays-Thursdays at 8.30am
Holy Communion on Thursdays at 11.00 am and Fridays at 8.30 am

Evening Prayer or Choral Evensong on Mondays to Fridays at 5.30 pm
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Abbey News

4 5.30 pm Choral Evensong Abbey Choir of Girls & Men
  Kyrie eleison - Plainsong (Missa Orbis Factor)
  The Second Service - Gibbons Psalm 74
  Salvator mundi - Tallis  Responses: Plainsong

7 The Fift h Sunday of Lent
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Jane Mitchell
 9.30 am Parish Communion The Revd Stephen Girling 
 11.15 am Sung Eucharist The Revd Stephen Girling
  The royal banners forward go - Plainsong  
  Mass for Three Voices - Byrd  Hymns: 157i, 142, 151, 145
  O vos omnes - Croce   
 3.30 pm The Way of the Cross Readings and music for Passionti de 
  Including music by Tallis, Lotti   & Chilcott  
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd Jane Mitchell 

14 Palm Sunday
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater
 9.30 am Parish Communion The Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater
 11.15am Sung Eucharist The Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater

 with the Abbey Singers 
  Hosanna to the Son of David - Hutchings 
  Missa Brevis - Lotti     
  Ingrediente Domino - Malcolm   Hymns: 159, 161, 156, 147
 3.30 pm Choral Evensong with the Abbey Singers
  Hosianna dem Sohne Davids Psalm: 69.1-20

 - Gesius 
  Murrill in E  Responses: Clucas
  Wash me throughly - S S Wesley Hymn: 67
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd Stephen Girling

Holy Week

15 8.30 am Morning Prayer
 11.00 am  Holy Communion with Thought for the Day
 5.30 pm Evening Prayer with Thought for the Day and Music
 7.00 pm Musical Service  The Revd Ken Madden
  Stabat Mater - Pergolesi 

16 8.30 am Morning Prayer
 11.00 am  Holy Communion with Thought for the Day
 5.30 pm Evening Prayer with Thought for the Day and Music
 7.00 pm Refl ecti ve Service   The Revd Jane Mitchell 

17 8.30 am Morning Prayer
 11.00 am  Holy Communion with Thought for the Day
 5.30 pm Evening Prayer with Thought for the Day and Music

 7.00 pm Choral Evensong Abbey Men’s Choir
  O vos omnes - Croce Psalm 88
  Fauxbourdons Service - Gibbons Responses: Plainsong
  Lamentati ons of Jeremiah - Tallis

18 Maundy Thursday
 8.00 am Morning Prayer
 11.00 am Holy Communion 
   7.00 pm Sung Eucharist and Vigil
  Sung by the Abbey Choir of Girls and Men
  Ubi caritas - Durufl é  The Revd Stephen Girling
  Mass for Five Voices - Byrd 
  O salutaris hosti a - Tallis Hymns: 460, 458, 151

19  Good Friday
 10.30 am Cross Walk The Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater
 12.00 noon At the Foot of the Cross The Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater
 2.00 pm The Last Hour 
  Sung by the Abbey Choirs of Girls and Men 
  with music by Lotti  , Allegri, Sanders & Howells 

 5.30 pm The Crucifi xion by John Stainer,
  Sung by the Abbey Choirs of Boys and Men

21 Easter Sunday
 6.00 am Dawn Eucharist The Revd Stephen Girling
 9.00 am Parish Communion The Revd Ken Madden
  with the Abbey Singers
 10.30 am & 12 noon 
  Sung Eucharist The Rt Revd Ruth Worsley,
   Bishop of Taunton
  Surrexit Christus hodie - Scheidt Hymns: 205, 209, 194, 218
  Cantus Missae - Rheinberger
  Since by man came death & Hallelujah! - Handel
  An Easter Alleluia - Slater  
 3.00 pm Festal Evensong
  Rise heart - Vaughan Williams     Psalm: 114
  Stanford in C   Responses: Rose
  Blessed be the God and Father - S S Wesley
  Toccata - Mushel  Hymn: 78

28 The Second Sunday of Easter
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Jane Mitchell 
 9.30 am Parish Communion The Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater
 11.15 am Said Eucharist with Hymns The Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater
  Hymns: 207, 212, 200ii, 201
 3.30 pm Said Evensong with Hymns
  Hymns: 75, 422, 80
 6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd Jane Mitchell

Handel’s Messiah
Saturday 11 May 7pm

with Bath Abbey Choirs of Girls and Men
at Bath Abbey

Conducted by Huw Williams
Accompanied by leading early music 

ensemble, Canzona
Messiah, composed in 1742, remains one of George 
Frederic Handel’s most well-known and best-loved 
works. The oratorio which, through meaningful choruses 
and exquisite arias, tells the story of Jesus’ life from birth 
to his resurrecti on and ascension, forms part of our 
celebrati ons for Easter at Bath Abbey.

Ticket prices ranging from £7 - £12
from Bath Box Offi  ce

01225 463 362 / www.bathboxoffi  ce.org.uk



What do you enjoy best about Abbey life?
It is fascinating to have the opportunity to gain an increasing 
understanding of the role of Bath Abbey today and in past 
centuries:  its religious life, its work in the community, the 
ongoing changes to the architecture and furnishings of the 
Abbey, its role as a cemetery and in Bath society. 

What character trait do you most admire in your fellow 
volunteers and why?
Volunteers have a range of great attributes but the enthusiasm 
they show stands out; for example, in researching the people 
named on wall plaques and ledgerstones and studying 
architectural features in order to make themselves expert 
stewards and guides who are able to answer a whole host of 
visitors’ questions. Their enthusiasm is contagious and they 
are generous in sharing their knowledge with other guides. 

If you were stranded on a deserted island and could only 
bring one book, one piece of music and one luxury item, 
what would they be and why?
A book that will need time and concentration on a deserted 
island is the prize winning new book by Peter Marshall, ‘Heretics 
and Believers, A History of the Reformation’, a key area of 
interest for me. The music would definitely be Canon in D by 
Pachelbel. As I love swimming, the luxury item would be a good 
snorkel to explore the sea life around the island!

Easter Pilgrims
I once climbed Mount 
Kenya, to the highest point 
you can get to without 
ropes and oxygen.

The views at sunrise were 
breath taking, awe-inspiring 
and remain with me to this 
day. However, I realise that 
this profound experience 
was in great part due to 
the earlier journey through 

the foothills - a journey of boring sameness, splitting 
headaches, drudgery, thirst and tiredness. The mountain 
drew me on, but the journey was essential to the final 
glorious encounter. 

This month we celebrate Holy Week and Easter. We can 
do so as a Consumer, creating a pick and mix of what we 
enjoy the most from a range of services. Or we can do 
so as a Pilgrim; choosing to participate in a way that will 
best help us through the season. Christians are pilgrims 
on a journey of discovery and service - service of God 
and of others. A pilgrim is someone who has adopted an 
attitude of listening to God in the ordinary, being open 
to strangers we meet along the way and cultivating self-
awareness as an embodied human being made in the 
image of God. 

From the high expectations of Palm Sunday through the 
low points of Holy Week and on to the glory of Easter 
day, to be a pilgrim is to journey through this ancient and 
holy narrative with the knowledge that it is Christ-in-us 
who draws us on, revealing more and more of the height 
and depths of his love. To be a pilgrim is to expect to be 
changed by the journey, whatever the destination, and 
to be a companion to others who we might help or who 
might help us.

My prayer for you this holy week and Easter is that you 
may journey through the season as a Pilgrim and that the 
climax of Easter Day will be even more glorious because 
of the inglorious journey through the foothills of Holy 
Week.

Stephen Girling 
Abbey Missioner

APCM 25 April 2019
All are invited to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
which will take place in the Abbey on Thursday 25 April 
at 7.30 pm. The meeting will elect members of the Abbey 
Church Council (PCC). There are five vacancies on the PCC 
for a three-year term.

If you would like a nomination form, please contact Mrs 
Sue Clark at the Abbey Office. Forms should be returned 
to the Abbey Office (11A York Street), together with a 
short biography (50 words approx.) of the candidate, by 
Thursday 18th April.

We plan to distribute the Abbey’s Annual Review on the 
Sunday before Easter (Sunday 14 April) and copies will be 
available at the APCM. However, you may find it useful to 
pick up a copy and read through this before the meeting. 
If you don’t have a copy by the APCM, 
please collect one from the Abbey Office 
from Monday 15 April.

Double Your Footprint 
Donation with the 
Brownsword Matchfund!
The Brownsword Matchfund will match the value of 
your Footprint donation, doubling your support of the 
Footprint Project! To find out more about donating to 
Footprint, please visit www.bathabbey.org/footprint/
support or get in touch with Cath Foxwell, our Fundraising 
& Development Manager, on 01225 303314 / cfoxwell@
bathabbey.org. Any financial support you can give us to 
reach our fundraising goal and achieve the Abbey’s vision 
for Footprint will be very gratefully received - thank you.

The Revd Canon Richard Askew 
1935 - 2019

Clergy, it’s said, should be 
reluctant to be appointed 
bishops - needing to 
be dragged to their 
thrones protesting “nolo 
episcopari”. Richard Askew 
was similarly reluctant to 
be appointed Rector of 
Bath Abbey and turned 
down the first approach 
from our Patrons. It was 
only after the man whom 
they put forward with the 
eager approval of the then 
Bishop was rejected by the 
parish representatives that 
they returned to Canon 
Askew of Salisbury, and his 

scruples were overcome by the positive response from the 
Abbey PCC. 

Even the bishop came round to agreeing that the hand of God 
was in the appointment. On his first Sunday in post, Richard 
preached on ‘windows’: to open a window, he said, was to let 
in the light and the fresh air; to enable those outside to see 
what was going on inside and to join in; and to enable those 
inside to make the acquaintance of those outside and invite 
them in. It was a message that the congregation at the time 
needed to hear, and Richard continued to implement that 
vision for a decade. 

Bath Abbey 2000 - celebrating of the Abbey’s Quincentenary 
and the turn of the Millennium by sprucing up the building 
and what it offers to visitors - was his idea, and it was his 
determination that saw it adopted and implemented.  He 
couldn’t do it single-handedly - but then his nickname 
(Richard “Ask-you”) was well merited. 

It would be wrong to remember him simply for what he did 
to the building. It was his refurbishment of the congregation 
and his founding of the whole notion of an “Abbey Office” 
that paved the way for the 21st century.   We shall remember 
him with gratitude and thanksgiving at a service in the Abbey 
on Saturday 27 April at 2.00 p.m. May he rest in peace and 
rise in glory. 

Jeremy Key-Pugh

Getting to know 
our Volunteers 
Sara-Jane Socha, 
Behind the Scenes 
Tour Guide

In the summer of 2017 I retired 
from teaching History and 
managing university applications 
in a girls’ boarding school. I 

soon realised I missed researching history and working with 
people and fortunately saw an article in The Bath Magazine 
about the Footprint project, asking for volunteers to research 
ledgerstones.  Within six months I took on a wider role 
stewarding and last autumn began to train as a ‘behind the 
scenes’ guide.

What does your role involve?

As a ‘behind the scenes’ guide I need to be at the Abbey 
before the scheduled tour to check recent building work, kit 
myself out in PPE and set out props for the tour. For just over 
an hour we take visitors on the tour, introducing Footprint, 
explaining the importance of the ledgerstones and the work 
to preserve them. After putting PPE, they go with us to see 
the floor renovations and new underfloor heating, we walk to 
the Sally Strachey yard outside the Abbey and finish the tour 
back inside. Lots of interesting questions get asked along the 
way and it is always great fun to explain this exciting project.


