
Contacting the Abbey...
The Abbey Offi  ce, 11a York Street, Bath BA1 1NG

Tel. (01225) 422462

Monday 9.30am - 3.30pm,
Tuesday - Friday: 9.00am - 4.00pm

Email offi  ce@bathabbey.org
Website www.bathabbey.org

Clergy:

Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater, Rector - 
gbridgewater@bathabbey.org

Revd Stephen Girling, Abbey Missioner -
missioner@bathabbey.org

Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber, Associate Priest -
evelyn@bathabbey.org

Revd Jane Mitchell, Curate -
jmitchell@bathabbey.org

Revd Ken Madden, Interim Minister -
offi  ce@bathabbey.org

The clergy welcome communicati on on any matt ers by lett er, 
email or telephone.

Services and
Preachers...

Morning Prayer on Mondays-Thursdays at 8.30am
Holy Communion on Thursdays at 11.00 am and Fridays at 8.30 am

Evening Prayer or Choral Evensong on Mondays to Fridays at 5.30 pm

February 2019

Abbey News

2 5.30 pm Choral Evensong
 Sung by the choir of St Peter’s Haversham
 Dyson in F Psalm 118
 Evening hymn – Balfour Gardiner Responses: Radcliff e
  Hymn 39 (omit 4)

3 The Presentati on of Christ in the Temple
 8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber

9.30 am Parish Communion The Revd Jane Mitchell
 Nunc dimitti  s in G – Stanford 
11.15 am Sung Eucharist The Revd Jane Mitchell
 When to the temple Mary went – Eccard 
 Litt le Organ Mass – Haydn  Hymns: 763, 398,
 Nunc dimitti  s in G – Stanford 110 (omit 4), 721
 Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern BWV 739 – J S Bach 
3.30 pm Choral Evensong   
 Ave Maris Stella – Grieg  Psalm 24
 Collegium Regale – Tavener Responses: Byrd
 I was glad – Parry  Hymn 453
 Ave Maris Stella – Peeters 
6.30 pm Informal Evening Service The Revd Ken Madden

5 5.30 pm Choral Evensong
 Sung by the Abbey Choir of Boys and Men
 View me Lord – Richard Lloyd  Psalm 9.1-12
 Stanford in G Responses: Ayleward 
 When to the temple Mary went – Eccard 

9 1.00 pm Lunchti me Recital 
 Given by the combined Girls’ Choirs of
 Bath Abbey & Norwich Cathedral

10 The Fourth Sunday before Lent
8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Ken Madden
9.30 am Parish Communion The Revd Ken Madden
 Ave verum – Fauré 
 How can I keep from singing – arr. Scott  
11.15 am Sung Eucharist The Revd Ken Madden
 Beati  quorum via – Stanford    
 Missa Brevis – Jonathan Dove    
 O salutaris hosti a – Tallis   Hymns: 486, 204, 607, 754
 Grand Choeur – Guilmant 
3.30 pm Choral Evensong
 Blessed are the poor in heart – Walford Davies    
 Dyson in D   Psalm 2
  Responses: Rose
 Canti que de Jean Racine – Fauré Hymn 214
 Prelude and Fugue in G major BWV 550 – J S Bach  
6.30 pm Informal Evening Service Mr Pete Jones

12 5.30 pm Choral Evensong
 Sung by Thomas Hardye School
 Ireland in F Psalm 33.1-12
 Like as the hart – Howells  Responses: Morley

14 5.30 pm Choral Evensong
  Sung by The Paragon Singers

  Stanford in G  Psalm 40
  O hearken – Roxanna Panufnik Responses: Leighton

17 The Third Sunday before Lent
8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Canon
   Guy Bridgewater
9.30 am Parish Communion The Revd Canon
   Guy Bridgewater

  For the beauty of the earth – Rutt er  
11.15 am Sung Eucharist The Revd Canon
   Guy Bridgewater

  Blessed are the pure in heart – Walford Davies   
  Darke in F

  Do not be afraid – Philip Stopford Hymns 584, 602, 238, 821
  Toccata from Suite Gothique – Boellmann 

3.30 pm Choral Evensong
  Before the ending of the day – Plainsong  Psalm 6
  Sumsion in G Responses: Tallis
  View me Lord – Wood  Hymn 394 (t:395)

  Toccata – Jan Nieland
6.30 pm Informal Evening Service  Mr Jeremy Key-Pugh

23 5.30 pm  Friends of Bath Abbey Choral Evensong
  Sung by Sine Nomine
  Brewer in D Psalm 66

  Jubilate – Philips  Responses: Michael Walsh

24 The Second Sunday before Lent
8.00 am Holy Communion The Revd Stephen Girling
9.30 am Parish Communion The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber

 11.15 am Sung Eucharist
  Sung by Sine Nomine The Revd Evelyn Lee-Barber

  Four Part Mass – Byrd
  Pater Noster – Handl Hymns: 532, 276, 721, 810
  Finale from Symphony No 6 Op 42 – Widor 

3.30 pm Choral Evensong
  Sung by Sine Nomine

  Purcell in G   Psalm 147
  Os justi  medati bur – Bruckner  Responses: Michael Walsh
  Tuba Tube – Cocker  Hymn 185

6.30 pm Informal Evening Service Mrs Anne Dowling

28 5.30 pm Choral Evensong
  Sung by the Abbey Choir of Girls and Men
  To thee, O Lord – Rachmaninov   

  Watson in E Psalm 1
  O be joyful – Britt en   Responses: Byrd

Choir of the Month
Thank you to the team at www.choralevensong.org for 
choosing our Choir as your 'Choir of the Month'.

Our Boys, Girls and Men do such a fantasti c job, led 
by Huw Williams, our Director of Music, and Shean 
Bowers, Assistant Director of Music. It is great their 
hard work and amazing talent are being recognised. 

We join Choralevensong.org and other choral music 
fans in trying to make the 'hidden jewel' of Choral 
Evensong not so hidden. Everyone is welcome. And 
we do mean everyone. Here at Bath Abbey, our Choirs 
sing Choral Evensong at 5.30pm every Thursday and 
every second Tuesday during term ti me, as well as on 
Sundays at 3.30pm.

Also, don’t forget to join us on Saturday 9 February 
at 1pm for a concert in the Abbey with the Girls of 
Norwich Cathedral. The Norwich Girls will also join us 
for the morning services on Sunday 10 February.



Getting to know 
our volunteers
Rich Bosworth 
Welcomer
How and when did you start 
volunteering in the Abbey?
I joined the Abbey’s team of 
volunteers in August 2018.

Describe what your role typically involves
My role is to welcome all visitors to the Abbey in a positive 
and friendly manner, answering any questions that I am 
able to or seek further assistance from others better suited, 
to explain briefly the works being undertaken and how the 
costs are being partially supported by visitor donations. To 
help assist people appreciate the rich history and religious 
importance the Abbey has played within the Bath area over 
the many centuries as well as providing a helpful ‘Welcome 
leaflet’ that comes in an impressive array of different 
languages. Finally, to ensure a safe and enjoyable initial 
experience whilst accepting any donations people wish to 
make towards the renovation works.

What do you enjoy best about Abbey life?
For me it is meeting the people who come in through the 
door whether they are visiting from abroad or live closer to 
home. Everyone has a story and whilst it is often busy you 
still get to learn something new. I enjoy meeting people and 
the different cultures they hail from.

What character trait do you most admire in your fellow 
volunteers and why?
I genuinely respect my fellow volunteers and indeed all 
who work at the Abbey. They care and want to help people 
which in a world of increasing isolation and indifference is 
needed more than ever, I feel.

If you were stranded on a deserted island and could only 
bring one book, one piece of music and one luxury item, 
what would they be and why?
For the book, I would choose The Viking Wars of Alfred the 
Great by Paul Hill; my music choice would be New Dawn 
Fades by Joy Division and my luxury item 
would be a really good bottle of port.

though it may cost us. No matter how we have come to our 
position in our company, church, or organization, it’s never 
too late to hear and obey God’s call. If you understand that 
you’re his child, then your mission isn’t for yourself, but for 
others. And who knows? Perhaps you have come to your 
position for such a time as this (Esther 4:14).

Revd Ken Madden, 
Interim Minister 

For such a time 
as this
The book of Esther in the Old 
Testament is a powerful story 
of identity and the challenges 
of living out our faith in an 
indifferent or hostile culture. This 
young Jewish girl who has been 
conscripted unwillingly into a 

pagan king’s harem while in exile with her people faces an 
unenviable moral dilemma. On discovering that powerful 
forces are plotting to kill the Jews, should she use her 
political connections and risk her place in the palace and 
her own life by speaking out? Or keep silent, knowing this 
will almost certainly result in the death of her people? 
Finally, she takes her stand: ’Go, gather all the Jews to be 
found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf….then I will 
go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, 
I perish’ (Esther 4:16). Her response is the language of 
identification, mission, and obedience as she realises that 
she’s not in the palace for herself, but for others.

One hundred years ago a generation of Anglican chaplains 
who had served in the Great war and been changed by 
their experience of total war were returning to this country 
at another time of huge political and social upheaval.

Among these was the Revd P.T.B. (‘Tubby’) Clayton, one of 
the most charismatic and influential Anglican priests of the 
twentieth century. In 1915 he became an army chaplain 
and ran the famous Talbot House in Poperinghe, the ‘Haven 
in Hell' just behind the lines in the Ypres Salient. After the 
war Tubby returned to London as incumbent of All Hallows 
Church, Tower Hill and set up a peace time movement 
to continue the ethos and values of service and equality 
which had existed in Talbot House. This movement, which 
soon spread in Britain and around the world, was called 
Toc H, the signallers' abbreviation for Talbot House. The 
movement encouraged members to follow the four points 
of a moral and spiritual compass that is, ‘to love widely, to 
build bravely, to think fairly, and to witness humbly.' 

Esther, Tubby Clayton, our politicians, those with power 
and influence, you and me………all of us, wherever we 
are right now, we are what God has made us, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works (Ephesians 2:10). We have 
certain gifts, abilities, talents, weaknesses, sufferings, 
and experiences that enable us to help certain people—

Footprint receives match 
funding boost
The Abbey has been presented with a cheque for £175,000 
towards the Footprint project by local philanthropists, 
Andrew and Christina Brownsword. This is part of The 
Brownsword Charitable Foundation’s pledge of half a 
million pounds in match funding which is triggered every 
time someone makes a donation to Footprint. 

The Revd Canon Guy Bridgewater, Rector of Bath Abbey, 
said: “We are extremely grateful to the Brownswords 
for their generosity. By pledging half a million in match 
funding towards the Footprint Appeal, they are giving 
added motivation and a real impetus to our fundraising 
appeal.  With the best part of £1 million left to raise, 
there is still a mammoth task ahead. So, while we’re 
immensely grateful to everyone who has supported the 
Footprint project so far, we still need to raise this final 
amount in order for the project to succeed and, if you 
don’t already know about the Abbey, I urge you to find 
out more about how our Footprint project will benefit 
those in Bath as well as visitors to the city.” 

Andrew Brownsword said: “The Abbey plays a vital role 
in the city, making a significant impact on those who 
live, work and visit Bath. Many people feel a connection 
with the Abbey, whether through worship and prayer, 
its beautiful music or architecture, or simply by popping 
in for a few moments of quiet. The Footprint project is 
essential in ensuring the Abbey is able to carry on these 
contributions to city life; as the city of Bath grows and 
changes, so must the Abbey.”

What’s happening here?
Work to install eco-friendly heating in the Abbey using 
water from the Roman Baths began early in the year 
when renewable energy company, IsoEnergy, surveyed 
the Great Roman Drain.

The work attracted a great deal of attention, not 
only from passers-by, but also from local media, who 
stopped to find out what was happening in and around 
the manhole outside the Abbey Office in York Street. 
BBC Points West, ITV West Country and BathNewseum 
turned up to film contractors from Isoenergy lifting 
up the York Street manhole and descending into the 
Great Roman Drain beneath in order to take accurate 
measurements of the drain and plan how the heat 
exchangers will be installed at a future date most likely 
in February.

Alix Gilmer, Footprint Project Director, said: “The 
Abbey’s Victorian heating system is sadly outdated, 
inefficient and expensive to maintain. This combined 
with the work we’re doing as part of our Footprint 
project to repair the Abbey’s collapsing floor makes 
this the ideal time for us to install a new underfloor 
heating system and is a truly exciting way of using 
Bath’s most famous resource to create sustainable 
energy.”

Edward Levien, Commercial Director of isoenergy, goes 
on to say: “The drain survey marks the first practical 
step in installing what is one of the world’s first hot 
spring heating systems. Our engineers will be taking 
measurements and planning how the heat exchangers 
will be installed in the Great Roman Drain beneath 
York Street so work can be carried out with minimal 
disruption to the drain and the road above.”


