Services and
Preachers...

The Second Sunday before Lent

8.00 am
9.15 am
11.00 am

12.15 pm
3.30 pm

6.30 pm

The Sunday next before Lent —

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Choral Matins
Stanford in A

Cantique de Jean Racine

Holy Communion
Choral Evensong
Cantate Domino

The Chichester Service
Insanae et vanae curae

Evening Service

Holy Communion on Thursdays at 11.00 am

Morning Prayer on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.30 am

The Revd Claire Robson
Mr Jeremy Key-Pugh
Mr Jeremy Key-Pugh

Fauré

Pitoni

Walton

Haydn

Celtic Prayer —

Adrian McConnaughie

services will be sung by the Priory Singers

8.00 am
9.15 am
11.00 am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Choral Matins

The Revd Dr Alan Garrow
The Revd Martin Broadbent
The Revd Martin Broadbent

and Holy Communion on Fridays at 8.30 am

17 Ash Wednesday

7.00 pm

Sung Eucharist
The Lent Prose
Mass in Three Parts
1 give you a new
commandment

The First Sunday of Lent

8.00 am
9.15 am
11.00 am

12.15 pm
3.30 pm

6.30 pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Choral Matins
Miserere
Remember not,
Lord, our offences
Holy Communion
Choral Evensong
Howells in G

If the Lord had not
helped me
Evening Service

28 The Second Sunday of Lent

8.00 am

Holy Communion

The Revd Claire Robson
Byrd

Shepherd

Prebendary Edward Mason
The Revd Dr Alan Garrow
The Revd Dr Alan Garrow
Allegri

Purcell

Bairstow
Daily Prayer — Claire Robson

The Revd Dr Adrian

Ireland in F

O God, thou art my God  Purcell
12.15pm  Holy Commur
330pm  Choral Evensong

Rawsthorne in D

O pray for the peace

of Jerusalem Howells
6.30 pm Evening Service Franciscan Prayer —
Anne Dowling

Odd Job Man Out

Gulley cleaning. The gulleys traverse the bottom of the Abbey’s
13 main roof pitches (the odd number is due to the choir
vestry, which was built in the 1920s) and there are 41 drainage
points (five off the choir vestry roof). Aisle gulleys and drain
heads need to be cleared of plastic bags and cardboard cartons
wafted up from the street; all need clearing of birds’ nests and
a slush of eroded limestone, mosses, algae and mashed bird
detritus.

Rain on the Abbey makes an elegant progress from roof
pitch to roof pitch with an increasing number of drains from
lower roofs, the same number north and south, to cope

McConnaughie
9.15 am Parish Communion Prebendary Edward Mason
11.00 am  Choral Matins Prebendary Edward Mason
The Lamentations Tallis
A Litany Walton
12.15pm  Holy Communion
330pm  Choral Evensong
The Second Servicd Leighton
Geistliches Lied Brahms
6.30 pm Evening Service Lectio Divina —
Jenny Petersen

with increasing water volume from above. So far, so logically
symmetrical but up here the symmetry falls apart. The gulleys
vary in width from 20cm alleys that won't accommodate a
broom to 70cm avenues that allow a clean sweep. Each gulley
is a different depth. The Abbey’s exceptional uniformity of
design so apparent from the ground has dissolved somewhat. I
suppose that minute medieval measuring stick and plumb line
inaccuracies have been amplified by height and that the roof
is where unintended differentiations were resolved. There’s
a humanity to the subtle builders’ bodges, an escape into
roofscape imperfection.

The ecology is not so assuring. Ferns crack into mortar at the
west of the north aisle, and a new outbreak of algae makes the

Contacting the Abbey...

The Abbey Office,

12 Kingston Buildings

Bath BAl 1LT

The office number is (01225) 422462

(Monday to Friday: 9.00 am - 4.00 pm).
Answerphone service outside those hours.

The office is normally open to visitors in the morning.
Email office@bathabbey.org

Website www.bathabbey.org

Fax (01225) 429990

Office Staff Mrs Cheri Bragg, Mrs Carol Bissex,
Mrs Annette Smith

Clergy

Prebendary Edward Mason
Rector (01225) 318267

Revd Dr Alan Garrow
Vicar Theologian (01225) 466272

Revd Claire Robson
Vicar Pastor (01225 484469)

Revd Dr Adrian McConnaughie
Curate (01225) 314029

Clergy Availability

The clergy welcome communication on any matters
by letter,; email or telephone. Please contact the
Abbey Office.

north choir aisle slippery. The east gulley of the north transept
(60 cm wide) yields a bucket of slodge probably because its
slope is too shallow. Less explicable is an aviary of bird bones
in the gulley opposite (56cm wide). It’s red in beak and claw
in this part of the north and opinion differs as to whether these
are chicken bones scavenged from the takeaway trade below, or
the victims of gulls, or pterodactyl remains.

Back on the ground and David Kingston, the new verger, wants
to know what I've got in my bucket. I tell him and we agree
that most of it is stone dust. David reckons that in a few more
centuries I'll have dispatched the entire Abbey down to the
dump.
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Beginning at the End

One of the peculiarities of the Christian faith is that we
already know the end of the story before we’ve got there
ourselves. This year Ash Wednesday falls on February 17th
and our Eucharist will include the imposition of ashes,
when we hear those chilling words, “Remember that you
are dust, and to dust you shall return. Turn away from sin
and be faithful to Christ.” Words which remind us of both
our beginning and our end.

Traditionally Lent was first observed by those preparing
for baptism who would be received into the church
during the Easter liturgy and also by those who had been
excommunicated for some grave sin, and who would be
readmitted to the sacraments on Holy Thursday after a
period of penance.

It wasn't long before the church realised that everyone
had much to gain from the keeping of a solemn Lent in
preparation for the celebration of the death and resurrection
of Christ during Holy Week and Easter. Our worship during
Lent takes on a stark simplicity. We give up the Gloria,
the use of flowers to decorate the church, and we choose
hymns which avoid the use of the word Alleluia, saving
all these for Easter itself, when we break our liturgical fast
with all the Alleluias we can muster and with our churches
decorated with glorious spring flowers and gleaming brass
and silver.

If we really intend to follow Christ in our lives then walking
with him through the days of Lent to the great days of the
Triduum means spending time in prayer, asking God to
guide us on our journey. If it would help to discuss this
with one of the clergy please do ask to see us. If we are to
take our faith seriously, then we must take Lent seriously.
Only then will our alleluias resound with the real joy of
Easter.

The greatest story ever told is not diminished by being told
time and time again. As we approach this holy season of
Lent let us enter once again into the awesome mystery of
our redemption, not only in our worship but also in our
lives.

What we call the beginning is often the end
And to make an end is to make a beginning
The end is where we start from.
TS. Eliot
Claire Robson
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Lent Lectures "
atters of

This year’s Lent Lecture series Death & Life
is entitled ‘Matters of Death and L lLeehiuies 201@
Life’ and begins on Monday 22
February with a talk by Nigel
Rawlinson, an Anglican priest who
works as a doctor at the Bristol
Royal Infirmary and Dorothy
House Hospice, who will speak on
‘Preparing for Death’.

Speakers in the following weeks are
Andrew Goddard, Tutor in Ethics
at Trinity College, Bristol, speaking
on Assisted Suicide’; Linda Blair, BATH ABBEY
a Clinical Psychologist who works e e
as a Cognitive Therapist in Bath,
speaking on ‘Living with Loss’; David Runcorn, Anglican
priest now working as a writer and spiritual director,
speaking on ‘Loss and God’ and Lee Rayfield, Bishop of
Swindon and formerly member of the UK Gene Therapy
Advisory Committee, who will speak on ‘IVF and Stem
Cells’.

The lectures are from 7.30 pm — 8.30 pm on Monday
evenings and there will be an opportunity to stay on for a
short service of Night Prayer.

For full details, please see the Lent and Easter leaflet, which
also gives information about services for Holy Week and
Easter.

Bath Abbey Heritage Vaults
Museum

Have you some spare time you would be able to use
welcoming visitors to the Heritage Vaults Museum? Guides
have an interesting and rewarding morning or afternoon,
meeting people from all over the world, exchanging a
few words of greeting and pointing visitors in the right
direction. We are a friendly team who are hoping to recruit
new members. Could you join us? Help is particularly
needed on Wednesday, morning and afternoon, Thursday
afternoon and Friday morning, ideally once a fortnight but
once a month would also be helpful. For more information,
please contact Linda Jones on (01225) 303314.

HBOS Whistleblower for
Wilberforce Lecture 2010

We are delighted to announce that the Abbey
Wilberforce Lecture 2010 will be given by Paul Moore,
HBOS whistleblower before the banking crisis.

Paul Moore’s claim to the Treasury Select Committee
led directly to the resignation of the chairman of the
Financial Services Authority, Sir James Crosby, in 2009
and was one of the first signs of the banking crisis.

Paul Moore, who
was previously Head
of Global Risk at
HBOS, issued grave
warnings about the
perilous position
HBOS was in well
before the banking
crisis. He was sacked
by Sir James Crosby
and made to sign a
gagging agreement.
Despite the gagging
agreement, and the threat that he would have to
return the large amount of money he had received
in settlement, Paul Moore believed that it was God
who was inspiring him to supply details of the HBOS
situation that were highly explosive and brought down
the government’s senior advisor.

Paul Moore has an important story to tell about
conscience, God’s prompting to do the right thing,
courage and prayer.

The lecture will be in the Abbey on Wednesday 14 April
beginning at 7.30 pm. Following the lecture, there
will be an opportunity for questions from the floor
concerning the causes of the current banking crisis and
how it might have been avoided.

Please do tell friends about the Wilberforce Lecture.
Tickets are available from the Abbey Office and Abbey
Shop, priced £5.00. All funds raised from this event will
be shared between the Abbey’s Homelessness Initiative
and Paul Moore’s choice of charity.

Great God of Love -
Friday 12 February 2010

The Abbey will be the venue for an evening of beautiful
choral singing at 8 pm on Friday 12 February, when award
winning chamber choir, Bath Camerata, will be performing
songs of Praise and Romance to set the mood for Valentine’s
Day. With music ranging from JS Bach to Eric Whitacre and
Rachmaninov to Ward Swingle, Camerata will make full use
of the glorious acoustic and beautiful space of this iconic
building, regarded by many as being literally at the heart
and soul of the city. The audience will certainly be in for a
real romantic treat!

Tickets: £5 to £18 (concessions available) available from
Bath Festivals Box Office, 01225 463362
www.bathfestivals.org.uk

Bath Camerata performing in Paris last year.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Alan and Emma Garrow on the
birth of their son, Samuel John, born 7 January.
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